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May 1978 
Battle Lines Drawn 


MINISTERIAL VISIT TO ANNOUNCE SUDDEN CABINET DECISION ON NORFOLK’S 
FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT. WILL THE PEOPLE BE ALLOWED TO VOTE ON 
IT? IF NOT, ISLANDERS HAVE VOWED RESISTANCE - WITH COUNCIL SUPPORT. 
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Norfolk Rubbed Out! 


AUSTRAUA AGREES ALL PACIFIC ISLANDS ARE ENTITLED TO SELF-DETERMINATION. 
ACCORDING TO A NEW TOP LEVEL REPORT. BUT THE REPORT READS AS THOUGH 
NORFOLK HAS ALREADY BEEN INTEGRATED. AND NO LONGER A TERRITORY: 
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Mission to Pago Pago 


A DELEGATION FROM THE PITCAIRNERS’ SOCIETY REACHED OUT TO FELLOW- 
POLYNESIANS IN AMERICAN SAMOA LAST MONTH, AND RECEIVED AN OVER¬ 
WHELMINGLY SUPPORTIVE RECEPTION. page 5 


McIntyre’s Great Speech 

CR. DUNCAN McINTYRE PUTS NORFOLK’S CASE IN ONE OF THE MOST 
PUNGENT COUNCIL SPEECHES OF THE YEAR. PAGE 10 


The Night Norfolk Got Stung 


IN 1963, AFTER YEARS OF DETERMINED EFFORT, ^HE ISLAND THOUGHT 
IT HAD REGAINED SELF-COVERNMENT AT LAST. BUT THEN THE PARLIA¬ 
MENTARY SPEECHES BEGAN, AND THE TERRIBLE TRUTH CAME OUT. 
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Cabinet acts: Norfolk battle lines are drawn 


AN EMERGENCY DECISION on the 
future of Norfolk Island was made 
by the Australian Cabinet about 
May 4th. 

Minister R^J^Ellicott cabled tiie 
resident Administrator May 5di 
that he was flying to Norfolk via 
RAAF special aircraft on May 7th 
and would announce the Govern¬ 
ment's decision at a broadcast 
meeting of the Norfolk Council 
called for 9.30am Monday the 8th. 

The Cabinet's sudden action con¬ 
tradicts statements made by the 
Minister to Mr. Richard Alston, 
president, and Mr. John Bulbeck, 
media officer of die United Nations 
Association of Australia on April 
24th. 

Mr. Ellicott told them that Cabi¬ 
net would consl da: Norfolk's future 
•^before the end of May" and that 
its decisions would pr<A)ably be an¬ 
nounced to Norfolk by Mr. Ellicott 
"before the end of June. “ 

The Minister's cable to the Ad¬ 
ministrator also reverses die tone 
of his message to Council, discus¬ 
sed at Council's meeting May 3rd. 

Instead of referring to Govern¬ 
ment "decisions", Mr. Ellicott had 
encouraged Council by referring to 
the presentations of the Government's 
"views" and "proposals". 

In Mr. Ellicott's cable of May Sth 
his purpose is stated as announcing 
"the Government's decisions on its 
policies for Norfolk Island and to 
discuss diose decisions and dieii im¬ 
plications with the Council. ” 

The Island reacted with tension 
to the sudden announcement, re¬ 
alising that if the Cabinet decision 
had been to allow Norfolk self-de¬ 
termination of its own future, the 
decision would haVe been welccane 
news and would not have warranted 
an emergency Ministerial visit. 

Assuihing the Government inten¬ 
tion is to force a new form of gov¬ 
ernment on« the Island without the 
consent of the Island, battle Unes 
have already been drawn for a 
last-ditch fight. 

Here are the positions which had 
been taken by each of the key 
groups involved, prior to the an¬ 
nouncement of the sudden visit: 

AUSTl^UA: The Minister has 
previously said that whether or not 
the people of the Island get to vote 


on their future is entirely up to the 
Government. He says it will call a 
referendum if it should decide one 
is needed. This will depend on three 
factors -the Government's assessment 
of what the mood of the Island is, the 
Government's assessment of whether 
a referendum might cause divisiveness 
on the Island, and the Government's 
judgment of whether its proposals 
for Norfolk's future are ones that 
people ought to vote on. 

The Minister ex[n:essed surprise 
and disappointment that the Council 
had passed a resolution calling firm¬ 
ly for a referendum, and saying ^ 
that Council supports community re¬ 
sistance to any unilateral action by 
Australia, without the Island's con¬ 
sent. 

The'Mlnister has refused to ack¬ 
nowledge that the Pitcairn people 
are ethnically and culturally dis¬ 
tinct from Australia. "You are 
Australians, " he has said. 

COUNCIL : On April 5th, Council 
sent an ultimatum to die Minister 
respectfully asking f(x an announce¬ 
ment by April 19th that be would 
recommend self-determination for 
die Island. On the 13th the Minister 
sent an oblique reply to the ultimat¬ 
um, saying &at his March visit and 
comments had been misinterpreted, 
and that die views of Council and 
other residents would be " taken 
into account." He said that die 
matter of a referendum Vould be 
put before the Government when it 
makes its decision" about Norfolk's 
future. 

Council's ultimatum deadline of 
April 19th passed without further 
comment from the Minister, but be¬ 
cause of absences from the Island by 
a number of Councillors, Council 
has made no formal response to the 
Minister's dodging of the direct re¬ 
quest Council made. 

Of the eig^t elected Councillors, 
it appears that at least five - President 
of Committees Bill Blucher and Crs. 
Duncan McIntyre, Lisle Snell, Greg 
Quintal and Geoff Bennett - are un¬ 
shakable in the conviction that Nor¬ 
folk is entitled to give or withhold 
its consent on any major changes in 
the Island's form of government. 
Councillors John Ryves and Roy Smith 
abstained from voting on the "ultima¬ 
tum" resolution on April 6th, and 


have voiced a concern that nothing 
be done to antagonise die Minister, 
apparently for fear that harsher 
Goveminent proposals mig^t result, 
by way of reprisal. Cr. Bruce 
Kenzie's position is not cl^. He 
has spoken bluntly about the need 
for local self-govemmeqt and for a 
referendum, but has of ten expressed 
the view that Council is wasting its 
time trying to influence the Govern¬ 
ment, and that die Government will 
do whatever it wants to do. 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION; 
TheU.N.A. of Australia has deliver - 

ed its 150-odd page report on Norfolk's 
situation to the Ministers for Home 
Affairs and Foreign Affairs, and is 
now distributing copies to members 
of Parliament. 

*XHe President’of the Associadoii, 
Richard Alston, and the author of die 
hard-hitting report, John Bulbeck, 
met with Mr. Ellicott for almost an 
hour on April 24th, The U. N. A. offi- 
cials made it clear that their basic 
concern was that Norfolk should have 
a formal act of self-determination on 
the Island's future, but Mr. Ellicott 
was unwilling to debate that basic 
issue. 

The two U.N. A, officers felt Aat 
in view of the dmetable indicated 
by Mr. Ellicott, there would he 
ample time to protest any Govern¬ 
ment decisions that did not include 
a formal act of .consent by the Isl¬ 
and. Their record of the meeting 
wldi Mr. Ellicott - later approved 
by him as accurate - said "die heat 
is off*. 

PITCAHW SOaETY ; The Society 
of Descendants says hTorfolk is entitled 
to self-determination and says it will 
oppose any Australian takeover oi 
Island rights without a referendum. 

In their submission to Mr. Ellicott 
in March (reprinted in last mondi's 
News) the Society said that forced in¬ 
tegration into Australia threatened 
"the survival of our heritage, our self¬ 
esteem, and our distinctiveness as a 
race." 

A delegation from the Society, 
visiting American Samoa last month, 
found ^ey were received with open 
arms as fellow-Polynesians and mem¬ 
bers of the Pacific Islands community. 

A report on the delegation's visit 
appears in diis issue. 
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NO GOVERNMENT DECISION YET ON NORFOLK’S FUTURE STATUS? THE MINISTER SAYS 
NOT. BUT A SENATE COMMITTEE SEEMS TO HAVE LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG: 


GOVT REPORT RUBS NORFOLK OUT 


A MAJOR AUSTRALIAN Government 
report, issued last month, has been 
prepared as if Norfolk Island had al¬ 
ready been integrated into Australia* 

The report, -Australia and the 
South Pacific** ' has been produced 
by the prestigious Senate Standing 
Committee on Fweign Affairs and 
Defence following its extensive hear¬ 
ings on the subject during 1977. 

The report describes Australia’s re¬ 
lations with the Pacific islands na¬ 
tions and territories. 

Norfolk Island has been rubbed off 
the list of nations and territories. 

Like Lord Howe Island, it appears 
only on a map folded into the back 
cover of the report. 

Lord Howe and Norfolk are shown 
on the map as centres of "likely 
200-nautical-mile zones". The map 
is titled "South Pacific in perspect¬ 
ive". 

In Appendix 10 of the report, per¬ 
sons and organisations which sutoit- 
ted evidence to the Committee’s 
hearings are listed. The list includes 
Mr. W.D.Forsyth, former Director- 
General of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, and Mr. £. Howard, editor 
of The News, both of whom gave 
testimony about the damage that 
would be done If Norfolk were for¬ 
cibly integrated into Australia. 

Mr. Forsyth^ told the Committee 
that sucli an action "could well be 
termed 'genocide***. 

So far as the text and recommend* 
adons of die report are concerned, 


the act of genocide has already oc¬ 
curred. Norfolk Island no longer ex¬ 
ists as a separate territory admini¬ 
stered by Australia. 

The report presents Australia's at¬ 
titudes toward South Pacific islands 
as being favourable and understand¬ 
ing. But some of its strongest com¬ 
ments of this kind would be truth¬ 
ful only if Norfolk had already been 
annexed into Australia. 

Examples: 

#"The Committee stresses that it 
has been very aware throughout the 
inquiry that the South Pacific con¬ 
sists of independent sovereign states, 
self-governing states and territories. 
There are ethnic, cultural, politi¬ 
cal, social and economic differen¬ 
ces which distinguish these countries 
from one another and make them 
distinct." 

• "The countries of the South Pa¬ 
cific have the sovereign right to de¬ 
termine for themselves the course 
and style of their development. " 

• **The post-war era has heralded 
a period of development for the 
Soutii Pacific. Apart from France, 
administering countries have taken 
a more benevolent attitude and 
have promoted the welfare of the 
Islands and their people with a view 
to assisting them towards self-gov¬ 
ernment and independence." 

• "All Australian, British and New 
Zealand territories (except Pitcairn 
and Tokelau Islands) are now either 
independent or self-governing or 


moving towards independence." 

• ’*Thqre is a growing feeling in 
Australia that in our relations with 
the South Pacific countries we must 
not attempt in any way to dominate 
them but must make a special ef¬ 
fort to take into account the sensi-, 
tivities of their peopl^.", 

I WHY? I 

HOW COULD the Senate Commit¬ 
tee have dropped Norfolk Island 
from the list of Soutii Pacific coun¬ 
tries and territories? 

ACCIDENT? The same Committee 
described Norfolk Island in a 1975 
report, although this description 
contained nine errors of fact in 
eight sentences. It is possible that 
the Committee has made a further 
error in its latest report, by simply 
overlooking Norfolk completely. 

INTENTION? The Commitee may 
have dropped Norfolk Island from 
the Pacific if it had been advised 
by one or more leading Cabinet 
Ministers that Norfolk would no 
longer exi st as a separate territory 
by tile time the report was issued. 

Such advice would reflect (a) a 
decision already made by the Gov¬ 
ernment that Norfolk was to be ab¬ 
sorbed into Australia and its sepa¬ 
rate status terminated, and (b) a 
firm expectation that this absorp¬ 
tion would have been completed 
by April, 1978, when the report 
was issued. 


Present CJoasthotioiial Status and Populatkm 


Cdmtry 


Status 

Population* 

American Samoa 

. 

United States Unincorporated Territory 

31 000 

Cook Island 

. 

Self-governing in free association with New Zealand since 1965 . 

18 000 

Fui ... 


Independent since 1970 .. 

580 000 

French Polynesia . 

, 

Overseas Territory of France . . 

135000 

Gilbert Islands 

, 

Colony of Britain with internal self-government since January 1977 

54000 

Guam 

. 

United States Unincorporated Territory. 

104000 

Naum 

, 

Independent since 1968 . 

7000 

New Caledonia 

, ' 

Overseas Territory of France . . 

135 000 

New Hebrides . 

, 

Cemdominium administered jointly by Britain and France , 

97000 

Niue 

, 

Self-governing in free assodation with New Zealand since 1974 . 

4000 

Papua New Guinea . 

. 

Independent since 1975 . 

2 829000 

Pitcairn Island 


Colony of Britain .. 

74 

Solomon Islands 

, 

Colony of Britiun with internal self-government; expected to 




become independent in 1978 

200000 

Tokelau . 

. 

New Zealand non-self governing territory. 

2000 

Tonga . . 

. 

Independent Monarchy. Ceased to be a British Protectorate in 1970 

90 000 

Tmst Teiritoiy of the Pacific 

United States Trust Territory. 

123 000 

Islands 



Tuvalu 


Self-government 1977 . 

7000 

WaDts and Futuna . 

. 

Overseas Territory of France. 

9 000 

Western Samoa 


Independent since 1962 . 

151000 


*Satarce: U.N. Population and Vital Statistics Report (Data as at 1.7.77), except Gilbert Islands and Tuvalu from 
pacific Islands Year Book 1977. 


^1 TABLE reprinted 
^ from "Australia 
and the South Pacific", 
a Report from the Sen¬ 
ate Standing Commit¬ 
tee on Foreigp Affairs 
and Defence (P.7) - 
Australian Govern¬ 
ment Publishing Ser¬ 


vice, Canberra, 1978 
($3). The text intro¬ 
ducing the table reads 
"The following table 
shows the present con¬ 
stitutional status and 


' population figures of 
the countries and ter¬ 
ritories of tile region 
which for purposes of 
this Report is taken to 
be the area covered 
by the enclosed map." 
Norfolk Island is in¬ 
cluded in the area. 
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NORFOLK'S PITCAIRN SOCIETY REACHES OUT FOR BROTHER-POLYNESIA NS IN A REMARKABLE 

MISSION TO PAGO PAGO 


AMERICAN SAMOA was for many 
years administered by the United 
States in much the way that Norfolk 
Island has been administered since 
1914 by Australia. 

This year, following a referendum, 
the American Samoans elected their 
own Governor for the first time - 
Peter Tali Coleman, a Polynesian 
who had formerly been an appointed 
Governor of the Territory. 

In his unaugural address in January 
(see p. 6, February News), Gov. 
Coleman harked back to the Polynes¬ 
ian migrations, which began from 
Samoa about the time of Christ. 

’’Mindful that we are Polynesians, 
as well as Samoans, we reach out 
our hands for our brothers and sisters 
who live in Westera Samoa, Tonga, 
Niue, Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, and 
in other neighboring island commun¬ 
ities in the Pacific, " he said. "As 
we share a common past, so we 
share a ccxnmon future, so must we 
voyage together." 

On April 23rd, a delegation from 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers set out on a voyage 
to take the hand of kinship that had 
been offered. The delegation con¬ 
sisted of Ken Nobbs, President of 
the Society, and Greg Quintal, a 
member of the Society and Norfolk's 
longest-serving member of Council. 

Ed. Howard, editor of The News, 
accompanied them as secretary to 
the delegation. 

The delegation wanted to discover 
what sort of bond there might be be¬ 
tween the Pitcairn people and the 
Samoans. They wanted to see how 
American Samoa is governed, and 
how powers are shared in its rela¬ 
tionship with the U.S. A. And they 
wanted to bring their Pacific cousins' 
up to date on Norfolk Island’s situa¬ 
tion. 

The delegation, reached Pago Pago, 
the capital of American Samoa, early 
on Tuesday the 26th. 

From the mdSient the Polynesian 
Airlines H5748* rouChed down at Pago 
Pago, the delegation began experienc¬ 
ing a royal welcome. 

It was plain.from the outset that 
Peter TaU Coleman and others in his 
government regard the Pitcairn people 
as long-separated members of the fam¬ 
ily, and had rolled out the ted carpet 
for the delegation. They were met at 
the airport by a senior aide, who 
whisked them into a comfortable VIP 
room to relax while he handled the 
quick processing of their pasy>prts 


and travel documents himself. 

Outside the terminal building a 
gleaming official car, with driver, 
was waiting - and was at the disposal 
of the delegation for all their travels 
from then on. 

Governor Coleman had just returned 
from an overseas uip and was pressed 
with matters requiring immediate at¬ 
tention, but the delegation were in¬ 
vited to his home at 5.30 that after¬ 
noon. 

The Governor's House in Pago Pago 
is one of the historic buildings in the 
Pacific, commanding a breathtaking 
view of one of the great harbours of 
the world. 

The delegates arrived to find Gov. 
Coleman, Lieutenant Governor Tufele 
Li'a and senior aides awal^ng them. 


Just outside the large windows of 
the palatial first-floor lounge room 
the delegates noticed what seemed 
a fine omen: two tall Norfolk pines. 
Greg Quintal mentioned that he was 
delighted to see them - there are 
only a few in American Samoa - and 
mentioned that the species originated 
on Norfolk. 

Gov. Coleman smiled; and when a 
Samoan smiles the whole room lights 
up. ”We have been expecting you 
for a long time, ” he said. 

From this first conversation, the 


delegates were made to feel at ease. 
The discussions that evei^g ranged 
over many aspects of the Pacific, 
American Samoa and Norfolk Island. 
Nearly two-and-a-lialf hours later 
the delegates took their leave, and 
were driven to the beautiful Rain¬ 
maker Hotel on a point of laiid jutt¬ 
ing into Pago Pago harbour. 

The next day a formal briefing 
sessipn had been arranged at 4.30, 
at which the delegates were invited 
to make a full presentation of facts 
about Norfolk Island, its history, its 
current situation and its prospects 
for the future. 

During the day die group were 
given open-sesame to the Govern¬ 
ment of American Samoa. Accom¬ 


panied by one of the Governor's top 
aides, they were introduced to the 
local counsellor of die American 
Samoa legislature, who toured them 
dirou^ the House of Representatives 
and the Senate of the territory’? 
parliament - called the "Fono", 
which is Samoan for ’hieeting". They 
were presented with books explaining 
how the Territory makes its own laws, 
and with lists of all the members* names 
and districts. 

Next on the agenda was a detailed 
discussion with the Territory's Attorney- 



GOV. PETER TALI COLEMAN 
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General. This covered American Sam- 
oa*s relationship with the U. S.» and 
aspects of the growth of self-govern¬ 
ment over the years. It explored sim¬ 
ilarities and parallels with Norfolk 
Island’s experience under Australian 
administration. Arrangements were 
made for the delegation to be present¬ 
ed with a complete set of the laws of 
the Territory, its constitution, and 
other basic reference material. 

Toward the end of the afternoon the 
delegation were ushered into the Gov¬ 
ernor’s office for the Norfolk briefing 
session. They covered Norfolk’s pol¬ 
itical situation, the Nimmo Report, 
die report of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia, die recent visit 
of Mr. Ellicott to the Island, the sub¬ 
mission made to him by the Society of 
Descendants, and other aspects of Nor¬ 
folk's recent history and of possible 
changes that may be ahead in the Isl¬ 
and’s form of government. 

Attending the briefing were the Gov¬ 
ernor. the Lieutenant Governor and 
the Governor’s senior Press Officer. 

Mr. Ed Scanlan. a Samoan who has 
travelled the world over. The brief¬ 
ing lasted for almost two hours. 

On Thursday morning the delega¬ 
tion returned to the Governor’s office 
block for a meeting widi Mr. Palauni 
Tuiasosopo. a senior assistant to the 
Governor who was for some years its 
representative on the Soudi Pacific 
Commission. 

The discussion centered on differ¬ 
ences between Polynesian and Europ¬ 
ean lifestyles and methods of govern¬ 
ment. 

*The principle of government-paid 
welfare subsidies is a response to the 
problems that have arisen in industrial¬ 
ised societies. ” Mr. Tuiasosopo said. 

"It can have very ill effects, creating 
a sense of dependence on a govern¬ 
ment. It tends to lead to a gradual 
change in cultural values; instead of 
people putting personal values fore¬ 
most, they tend to replace personal ' 
values wi± material ones. ** 

The next meeting was with the sen¬ 
ior ofHcer responsible for the Office 
of Samoan Information, who provided 
copies of the Territory’s annual reports 
for recent years and described the im¬ 


portance of regular two-way communi¬ 
cation between an island territory and 
the rest of the world, particularly the 
Pacific. 

After lunch the Governor’s Press 
Officer talked with the delegation 
about the progress of their visit so 
far. One of ^e delegates said that 
if all visitors to American Samoa re¬ 
ceived die kind of treatment being 
given to the Pitcairners, it was hard 
to see how there would be much time 
left for governing the territory, Mr. 
Scanlan answered that there were 
representatives from the Samoa Tour¬ 
ist Board who were very gpod at guid¬ 
ing visitors around, and who normally 
handled them - but that the Governor 
had given instructions that the delega¬ 
tion from Ncnfolk were to be given 
special attention, to mhke sure they 
were able to get through to talk with 
the senior people in every department 
that could be of interest or possible 
use to Norfolk. 

Thursday night the delegation were 
guests of honour at a formal dinner 
at the Governor’s Hou&e. Two of his 
senior aides and three close personal 
friends of Gov. and Mrs. Coleman 
were the only guests apart from the 
Norfolk group. 

During the reception before dinner, 
the delegation were presented with 
the flag of American Samoa, which 
the Governor said he hoped mi^t be 
flown on Norfolk along with the flags 
of various nations which are display¬ 
ed on special Island occasions. 

During the dinner, the Governor 
called for champagne, and when it 
had been served, proposed a toast 
**to our friends ftom Norfolk Island, 
and to the future happiness of die 
people of Norfolk Island. ** 

As President of the Pitcairn Society 
Ken Nobbs responded with a toast 
to die Governor and his lady, and to 
the hope that the friendship that had 
begun would continue; and grow. 

On an open, railed porch outside 
the reception room, overlooking the 
lights of the harbour, the guests talk¬ 
ed at length after dinner. 

As the Norfolk visitors left at the 
end of the evening, the Governor 
clasped each one in turn by the hand. 


and in an expression of personal friend¬ 
ship then said **We will be standing be¬ 
side you* ” 

The following morning the delega¬ 
tion breakfasted with an Assistant to 
the Governor who has had years of 
experience in the dealings between 
colonial peoples and their administer¬ 
ing powers. 

The delegation were then driven 
once again to the Governor’s office 
block, where they were given the 
opportunity to review a press release 
which die Governor wished to make 
public about the delegation’s visit 
to American Samoa. 

Governor Coleman had asked that 
the delegates call by at his private 
office before leaving, and they were 
shown in to bid him goodbye and 
expressed their thanks for all that 
had been done for them. 

A senior aide then accompanied 
the delegation to the airport, chatted 
with them for an hour while waiting 
for the aircraft to be boarded, and 
wished them and Norfolk all the best. 

# 

The delegation began wending 
their way back toward Norfolk, call¬ 
ing at several Pacific countries. 

On the fUj^ts. they talked about 
some of die impressions that stood 
out in the visit; the bounty of friend¬ 
ship and practical information which 
had been showered on them, by gentle, 
considerate individuals who also happ¬ 
en to be the leaders of American Sam¬ 
oa, and leaders in the Pacific,.. the 
obvious fact that this marvellous sup¬ 
port was really a recognition that the 
Pitcairners and Norfolk belong to the 
Pacific community... the dramatic 
beauty of Samoa... the realisation 
of how much Norfolk has missed by 
being cut off from any political con¬ 
tact with other islands peoples... the 
clumsiness that large nations can dis¬ 
play, even with the best intentions 
in ie world, when they apply city 
standards to Polynesian islands... the 
feeling that the Pacific islands are 
among the few places on earth that 
have retained certain values of human 
life which are worth preserving: values 
that a disturbed world may need to 
restore, in order to restore itself. 
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TEXT OF OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE: 



Office of the Governor 


RELEASED BY:_ Ed Scan!an 


DATE:,. , 4 /28/78 


A delegation from the Pitcairn people of Norfolk Island has been 
visiting American Samoa this week. The purpose of the visit was 
to observe the functions of the Government of American Samoa and 
its relationship with the United States. Norfolk Island, 1,000 
miles east of Australia, is an unincorporated territory of 
Australia and changes to the island's constitutional position 
are under active consideration. 

Norfolk Island is the homeland of the descendants of the famous 
mutiny on the "Bounty" and their Tahitian wives. While the 
delegation was an unofficial one, the visitors were received 
with Samoan hospitality befitting fellow-PoTynesians. 

The group was permitted to tour government facilities and was 
granted several audiences with the Governor of American Samoa, 
Peter Tali Coleman, and the Lieutenant Governor, Tufele Li'a. 

The group also briefed the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
on Norfolk Island’s current situation and outlook. 

The delegation consisted of Mr. Kenneth Nobbs, president of 
the Society of Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, and Mr. 
Gregory Quintal, a member of the Society and of the Norfolk 
Island Council. Both trace their ancestry back to Fletcher 
Christian and his Tahitian wife Miamiti. Accompanying the 
delegation as secretary was Mr. Ed Howard, editor of the 
Norfolk Island News. 


Pitcairn Society resolves all-out opposition 
to change imposed without Island^s consent 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of 
he Pitcairn Settlers last month 
ormally resolved to oppose '*by 
:very means at its disposal'* any 
iroposal by Australia to change 
Norfolk Island’s form of govern- 
lent without the consent of the 
lajority of the people of the Isl- 
nd. 

The Society’s resolution, passed 
aanimously at a general meeting 
' the membership on April 18th, 
Jthorised the executive committee 
» act as necessary "to express and 


implement our opposition." 

The text of the resolution follows; 
"HAVING REGARD TO THESE FACTS, - 

*1. That by an act of free consent 
the Pitcairn people in 1866 accepted 
the offer of ie British Government 
that they might own Ncxrfolk Island 
fully and govern it without interfer¬ 
ence; and 

*2. That under those conditions 
the Pitcairn people occupied Norfolk 
Island, voluntarily accepted a nation¬ 
ality of being Norfolk Islanders and . ^ 
British subjects, and retained their ' 


previous political status of being 
self-governing; and Norfolk Island 
was accordingly by Order-in-Council 
made a distinct and separate colony; 
and 

"3. That the Pitcairn people have 
never since been permitted to take 
part in any act of formal consent to 
changes in their nationality, their 
political status, or the constitutional 
status of Norfolk Island; 

"4. That the population of Norfolk 
Island has since 1856 continued to 
consist of a majority of members of 
die Pitcairn race, together with their 
wives and husbands; and 

"5. That two-thirds of the adult 
Pitcairn people on Norfolk Island 
have attested by solemn declaration, 
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Polynesians In Tuvalu were granted a refoi^endusi by England, and chose 
to be separate and distinct; on October 1 they will become Independent 

(REPRINTED FROM "NEW NATION”. SINGAPORE. APRIL 28. 1978) 


An almost for¬ 
gotten ' cnunl)^ of 
tbe once powerful 
British Empire 
will become a 
proud. Independ¬ 
ent sovereign . na¬ 
tion later this 


year when Tuvalu 
achieves Indepeo- 
dance on Oct 1. 

with SOOO aubiects, 
Tuvalo .(a cluster ol 
nine utuuls scattered 
vKt some sl4. million 
aakm of tbe South ' 
Padflc, about lOtSkm 
from nil), is one of 
the smallest states on 
oorttL 

Timlu idU Join the 
Com monwealth. In 
theory there ia 
nothing to prevent 
Tavalu from leaning 
tl^ Uhlted Nationa. XI 
would then have an 
equal voice, with 
China, the Soviet 
tihion, the United 
States, and all the 
other countries, in the 
eoundla of the world. 
Totaliand area of the 
nine lalandis is 26 sq 
km. 

Almost the whole 
nqpolatloii of Tuvalu 
it made up'of 8000 


Pc^yneatana The ca* 
^pital ia FUnafutL They 
idan to have an dee* 
UOi parliament of IX 
Ihe Gabinei wlU con¬ 
sist'of a nrima miuia*- 
ter and four other 
ministers. 

In 1893, together 
with ttie Gilbert 
Isu^xida Tuvalu (then 
calledthe BUxce Tm- 
lands) became a Bri¬ 
tish protectorate. The 
whole group of islands 
became a mtiah co¬ 
lony in 1916. 

Bdng Polynesian, 
the people of Tuvalu 
differ culturally, so¬ 
cially, linguistically 
and poUtlcally from 
the Mlcronesian Gil¬ 
berts, havlnR more in 
common in these res¬ 
pects with other Pa- 
dlie groups. In ttie 
1970s these differ¬ 
ences were reflected 
In a desire by the El¬ 
lice Islanders to se¬ 
parate from the Gil¬ 
berts and to pake 
their own way to In¬ 
dependence. 

This wisn was con¬ 
firmed by a referen¬ 
dum In 1974 which ’ 
was observed by the 
UN. £ 0 , peacefuUy. on 
October 1. 1975. the 


Ellice Islands b^ame 
a separate British 
colony known as Tu¬ 
valu. Now It IS to take 
its place among the 
sovereign nations. 

Ohe snag is that 
Tuvalu is hardly via¬ 
ble. Life is simple, 
but there are no evi¬ 
dent signs of poverty; 
the people maintain 
a reasonable stand¬ 
ard of living by in¬ 
tensive exploitation 
of the sea, reels and 
atolls, and by send¬ 
ing their young men 
to work abroad. Their 
remittances are the 
main source of the 
nation's itioome. Other 
income comes- from 
the chief cash crc:p. 
cojMra. Tuvalu exports 
about 100 tons of 
copra annually. 

To achieve econo¬ 
mic seJf-sufSIclency 
Tuvalu Will need help. 
Political indepen¬ 
dence without a frir 
measure of economic 
strength doesn't mean 
much, even though it 
might KOff b3 true 
that few n?.tions 
completely ccc acini - 
cally independent. 

Tuvrlut main 


source of external aid 
Is Britain. Australia 
and New Z^Oand 
also give igenerous 
assistanoe , and it is 
expected that the UN 
Development Pro¬ 
gramme will extend a 
helping hand. 

Development in re¬ 
cent times has ^ con¬ 
centrated on the use 
of British funds to 
build homes and 
schools, and -the 
creation of a co¬ 
operative wholesale 
society. There’s not 
much room for un¬ 
bridled caj^talism. 

Future development 
will be coheemed with 
the posslbili^ of 
creating a commer¬ 
cial fishing industry, 
coconut and other 
agricultural develop¬ 
ments. and the esta¬ 
blishment of i Mpa ii 
industries. It is also 
hoped to establish 
a sa^aotory trans¬ 
port ^system within 
the islands. 

There are, appa¬ 
rently, no plans to 
modernise the Judi¬ 
cial system. This will 
continue to be based 
upon their custom 


and tradition. The 
constitution defines 
eitlaensh^ require¬ 
ments and ' provides 
for the protection of 
the fundamental 
rights and freedom of 
the IndividuaL 

Hie Tuvaluans are 
reputed to be the 
most vivacious of all 
Polynesians. They 
have long had their 
own mamstrates and 
headmen, scribee and 
poUcemen. Gifted and^ 
artlstie, they find 
their highest form of 
self-expreBdon In 
daneing. 

It is to preserve as 
much as they can of 
their own way of 
tifb that the Tuva¬ 
luans insist updo 
having their own no¬ 
tion. 

They have no de* 
fence force. During 
World War Two the 
Americans suffered 
3(NX) casuaJtiea In a 
three-day battle to 
dislodge 6800 Japa* 
neee on one of the is* 
lands in this group. 

Sensibly, the T)rm- 
luans make no provlr 
skms for^lnvaskm or 
war. 


Pttcalm resolution 

(CONTINUED FROM P.7) 

signed with their names, that diey 
wish Norfolk Island to continue to be 
a separate and distinct territory with 
its own laws, benefits and taxes; and 
diet a similar majority of non-Pit- 
cairn residents of Norfolk Island 
have also solemnly declared the 
same wish; and 

•*6. That proposals for integrating 
Norfolk Island into Australia are be¬ 
ing seriously considered by Australia 
in disregard of fundamental errors of 
fact in &e proposals, which have 
been drawn to the attention of the 
Australian Government by this So¬ 
ciety; and 

"7. That the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has refused to grant the people 
of Norfolk Island the right of self- 
determination and formal consent 
to any such proposals; and 

"8. That Norfolk Island is a geo¬ 
graphically remote, ethnically and 
culturally distinct territory which has 
no farm of democratic government, 
and is therefore entitled, by commit¬ 
ments which Australia undertook as 
a sacred trust, to freely determine 
its own direction of political ad¬ 
vancement; and 


'*9. That this Society is the prin¬ 
cipal and only body formed specifi¬ 
cally to protect, preserve and speak 
for Ae rights of the Pitcairn people 
of Norfolk Island; 

'WE HEREBY RESOLVE that this So¬ 
ciety oppose by every means at its 
disposal any proposal or action by 
Australia to alter Norfolk Island's 
constitutional or political status, or 
to impose any obligations or taxes 
upon the people of Norfolk Island, 
or to take away any control over the 
land of Norfolk Island or the sea 
surrounding Norfolk Island without 
the formal consent of the majority 
of the people of Norfolk Island; and 

"WE HEREBY AUTHORISE the execu¬ 
tive committee of the Society to take, 
on behalf of the Society, such actions 
as the committee votes to take in or¬ 
der to express and implement our 
opposition; and 

"WE PRAY THAT individuals, organi¬ 
sations and nations everywhere that 
are dedicated to the belief that colon¬ 
ial domination is unjust, and that 
self-determination is the basis of hu¬ 
man freedom, will receive and hear 
members of our committee, and will 
aid*us in our cause to the fullest ex¬ 
tent that their principles and resources 
permit." 


Qg)ck-Pot 

CHICKEN CASSEROLE 

1. 5Kg (3 lb) chicken, cut up 
2 carrots and 2 onions, sliced 
2 celery stalks -leaves cut in pieces 
i teaspoon salt 

i teaspoon coarse black pepper 
I cup chicken stock or white wine 
i teaspoon mixed herbs 
250g(i lb) mushrooms 
Put half the carrots, onions and cel 
ery in bottom of CROCK-POT. Add 
chicken pieces. Top with salt, pep¬ 
per, liquid and remaining half of 
vegetables. Arrange mushrooms ar¬ 
ound the chicken pieces. Sprinkle 
with mixed herbs. Cover and cook 
until tender - LOW 7-10 hours, 

HIGH 4-6 hours. Serves four. 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCXDUNT- 



IN TAYLORS ROAD 
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LIFT FOR N.UIRLINES 
IN NEW FINANCE DEAL 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES appears 
to have flown through a period of 
severe shareholder and financial tur- 
bulence, and it looks as thou^ blue 
skies may at last be ahead for the 
company's 76 investors on the Island. 

At the end of February a head-on 
clash between die directors and an 
angry group of 19 shareholders seemed 
unavoidable, with law-suits, personal 
accusations, emergency meetings and 
whispered rumours filling the air. 

But at a meeting attended by about 
55 shareholders at Pitcairners* Hall on 
Tuesday February 28th, the airline's 
directors presented an hour-long re¬ 
port that revealed impressively good 
news. 

■NIA made a profit of about $8, 900 
in the last six months of 1977, accord¬ 
ing to preliminary figures. 

■The airline's traffic was growing 
rapidly, widi the number of passengers 
carried rising by nearly 50^ last year. 

■New financing arrangements had 
been worked out which will reduce the 
airline's interest payments by 
$168, 000 a year. This would be equal 
to a profitability of over 50 cents a 
share on NLA's 304, 553 Issued shares, 
which have a par value of $1 each. 

Managing Director Judy Jarvis, and 
Solicitor John Brown flew to Los Angel¬ 
es to conclude the agreement wi^ a 
major U. S. finance corporation. They 
returned to Norfolk late in March with 
the deal completed. 

The new financing is a sale-and- 
lease-back arrangement. NIA no 
longer owns its two Beechcraft King 
Air turbojets, but leases them from 
the new owners at a total charge of 
about $240, 000 a year as compared 
with its previous mortgage pay-off 
charges of just over $400, 000 a year. 

At the end of the five-year lease 
the airline will have the option of 
buying the planes and spare engine 
back far a fraction of their original 
cost, or continuing to lease them, 
presumably at a much-reduced charge. 

The deal greatly brightens the air¬ 
line's profit oudook, and strengthens 
NIA's long-term prospects for success 
so long as Norfolk's tourist Industry 
remains solid. It appears to be dis¬ 
advantageous only from the point of 
view of liquidation-minded share¬ 
holders. They have been able to 
lake comfort from knowing that 
should NIA have to be liquidated, 
the two Beechcraft could be expect¬ 
ed to be saleable for more than their 
original cost. 

But strongly conservative share- . 


holders had no reason for buying NIA 
shares in the first place. It was a 
relatively hi^-risk venture at the 
outset, and ±e new financing deal 
would seem to make it mae of a 
businessman's risk and less of a wild¬ 
cat investment than ever before. 


STRIKE BY COLLECTORS 
HITS LORD HOME CROP 

PALM SEEDS began dropping off the 
trees at Lord Howe Island last month 
as an informal seed collectors* union 
went on strike for more pay. 

The palm seed crop is one of die 
main sources of revenue for the island. 
It brought $50, 000 into public funds 
last year. 

, All land on Lord Howe is Crown 
lease land, and the palm seeds are 
considered to be the property of the 
island administration. 

Collectors have been paid $15 to 
collect a bushell of seeds, which New 
South Wales sells for prices ranging 
up toward $100 a bushell. 

Last spring the collectors asked for 
an additional $5 a bushell for dteir 
work. The Lord Howe Island Board 
knocked them back. 

In February the collectors tried 
again. They said they had been de¬ 
nied pay increases for two years, 
while the cost of living kept going 
up. 

They said seed collecting is "a 
skill that is unique in the world. 

The small band of collectors on Lord 
Howe Island are the only people in 
the world who have the skill which 
is obtained only by commencing 
collecting at an early age, usually 
from 8 years onwards, serving a long 
arduous apprenticeship until fully 
qualified and experienced. The 
occupation is very hazardous, ex¬ 
hausting and 'gut' busting. ” 

Last month a compromise offer, 
based on a sliding scale of Tjonuses" 
which would grant the $5 increases 


for all seeds collected over 30 bush- 
ells per collector, was presented to 
the collectors. They refused it, 
sticking to their demand for a full 
$20 on every bushell. 


NICRONESIANS CHOOSE 
FREE ASSN. WITH II.S. 

ONE OF THE LARGEST groups of 
Pacific islanders, the iSlO, 000 people 
of Micronesia, have decided that 
their future form of government will 
be self-government in free associa¬ 
tion with the United Sutes. 

The U. S. State Department has 
been negotiating with the Micro- 
nesians for years. 

The agreement reached last 
month between the islands and the 
U,S. needs to be negotiated in de¬ 
tail, but the basic relationship has 
been settled. 

■The U« S. will retain responsibil¬ 
ity for security and defence in the 
region. 

■The U. S. will have the right to 
establish military bases for the next 
16 years. 

■The Micronesians will govern 
their internal affairs. 

■The Micronesians will have author¬ 
ity for their own foreign affairs. 

■The Micronesians will have author* 
ity over dieir surrounding ocean econ¬ 
omic zone - one of the largest in the 
Pacific. 

■In foreign affairs, the Micronesians 
have agreed that they will rehrain from 
any actions that the U, S. decides 
would be in conflict with U.S. defence 
policies. 

Micronesia's new form of government 
will be comparable to that in the Cook 
Islands and Niue, and to local govera- 
ments evolving in former U.S. colonies 
in the Pacific. 

The New Zealand Herald headlined 
its story about die Micronesian agree- 
ment "Pacific Islands Agree Widi Us". 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian hoUday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Ausualians and 
^ New Zealanden you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
> " anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet widiin a few minutes* walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine testavfraaw^ 



HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChrisUan' 
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0OUNeiL^RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFQJ^K-WA TCHERS 
WHO IjIk^ kMwi^ci wha t 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


EXCERPTS FROM ONE OF THE TOP 
ADDRESSES OF THE YEAR -ON 5TH 
APRIL, CR. McINTYRE, TALKING 
ABOUT THE MINISTER’S VISIT; 

Cr. McIntyre: ”Mr. Ghairman, I 
mi^t, I think it is probably appro¬ 
priate, to look at the reasons it seems 
to me, for the reaction that the Min¬ 
ister’s vi^t did. 

Trom what 1 am about to say, I 
hope that no one will think I have 
lost sig^t the necessity for it, or 
the way that the meeting stood in 
atrong contrast to what had gone be¬ 
fore. 

The meeting was meant to be an 
exchange of views on the Nimmo Re¬ 
port, and so it was, but the views ex¬ 
changed came as a very great surprise - 
at least to me - and it did not seem 
possible to digest them on the day or 
on die spot. 

**I think that like almost everyone 
else, 1 had looked forward to Mr. 
Ellicott’s visit with a genuine en¬ 
thusiasm and optimism. 

*1 knew he had studied Norfolk 
Island,. 1 knew he had been here, I 
knew he had offered courtesy to the 
Delegation to Canberra in October 
1977, and 1 admired his reputation 
as a man of principle, and I think 
diat we all hoped that his visit was 
going to be the breakthrough against 
die Nimmo Report. 

"The Nimmo Report has been shown 
beyond doubt to be grossly erroneous 
in its facts, bitter and narrow in its 
tone, suspect in its motives, and irre¬ 
sponsible in its major conclusions, 
which are simply not examined for 
their destructive consequences. 

"Yet after Mr. Ellicott’s visit, the 
people here believe that the major 
recommendations of the Nimmo 
Report, in one form or another, will 
be implemented, and diat there will 
be no effort to obtain the Island’s con¬ 
sent: and the reasons why that Is be¬ 
lieved come from the statements 
made by the Minister during his stay. 

'He said in no uncertain terms that 
Norfolk Island is just another part of 
Australia. 

*He said that our rights at interna¬ 
tional law had no hope of finding 
favour with his government. 

•He said that he did not think there 
would be a referendum. 

'He said that Canberra has always 
been Norfolk Island’s parliament. 

'He said that the Pitcairners on 


Norfolk Island are just one more mi¬ 
nority group hke Italians in Sydney. 

'He said that an examination of 
the Pitcairners’ historical rights 
could be characterised as unhelpful. 

*He said that there would be a time¬ 
table which if you look at it you will 
see precludes any economic study of 
Norfolk Island before decisions are ta¬ 
ken. 

'He said that the Solemn Declara¬ 
tions can be discounted. 

This line of attack took me com¬ 
pletely by surprise. 

In Augpst 1975, Mr. Ellicott, af¬ 
ter substantial study, joined with 
Mr. M.H. McClelland, Q. C. in wri- 
ting a legal opinion which was pre¬ 
sented to the Royal Commission. 

"And in that opinion, Mr. Ellicott 
had written: 

- The power of the Commonwealth 
parliament to make laws for the 
government of Norfolk Island can¬ 
not be exercised inconsistently 
with the status of Norfolk Island as 
a distinct and separate settlement. * 

"Compare that statement to his pre¬ 
sent statement that Norfolk Island is 
just a part of Australia. 

Akin to a trustee 

Then in 1976 Mr. Ellicott had writ¬ 
ten; 

- 'The sovereign's (... that is to say 
Australia’s...) exercise of power 
is more akin to that of a trustee 
than it would otherwise be, it at 
least anticipates that the sovereign’s 
exercise of power, thou^ plenary 
in quality, will be directed solely 
for the benefit of the committed 
territory and its inhabitants' - 

”that is to say that the exercise of power 
will be directed solely for the benefit 
of Norfolk Island and its people. 

'Compare this to be statement that 
there will probably not be a referendum, 
that the Solemn Declaration can be dis¬ 
counted, that historical rights are un¬ 
helpful. 

"Again Mr. Ellicott had written; 

- ’The distinction we have drawn is 
of considerable relevance in con¬ 
sidering the application of Article 
73 of the United Nations Charter, 
which is the subject of a separate 
opinion by Mr. McClellend. * - 

•Compare that to his statement that 
there will probably be no referendum, 


or that the United Nations question 
would not find favour with his gov¬ 
ernment. 

'Finally, he had written; 

- ’Althou^ the Commonwealth 
has legal power under Section 122 
of the Constitution to impose tax¬ 
es or other imposts (... on the 
people of Norfolk Island...) for 
whatever purpose it thinks fit, to 
do so would be in breach of a well- 
entrenched constitutional conven¬ 
tion. * - 

'Compare that with his statement 
that the government, before June, will 
be considering if and how that well- 
entrenched constitutional convention 
may be breached. 

'In short, the difference between my 
expectation and what Mr. Ellicott said, 
was,astounding to me, and I totally 
failed to anticipate that he would take 
the line that Australia owns Norfolk 
Island outright and all that is in it. 

"There was, on the day of the talks, 
by lunchtime, a buzz of concern on th 
Island, and people were saying that he 
was no better than what we had heard 
before, and that his message was that 
Norfolk Island should hold still while 
it chopped its head off. 

'That may be unfair, there has been 
no decision made yet, but it is certain 
ly widely believed on the Island on \hi 
strength of his statements. 

‘The undercurrent has grown steadily 
since. 

people angry, afraid 

*1 believe that people here are angr^ 
and afraid about tiheir future, they be¬ 
lieve that they are about to be shut ow 
of it, and that it will be not one of 
their own choosing. 

"Whereas at first they were saying 
MVhat can we do to prevent this?', no\ 
they are saying 'What must we do to 
resist this?' 

*^ince Mr. Ellicott left, I have for 
the first time in my time on the Island 
heard people wondering out loud if it 
must come to violence before Australi- 
will bear Norfolk Island's voice. 

"Now I think that is a very, very 
conceniBSg state of affairs. 

'1 do not believe diat Australia can 
expect the Island's acquiescence in an 
unilateral act to integrate Norfolk 
Island. 

'In this situation, I believe that it i 
TO PAGE 27. PLEASE 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLICS OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHIV 


In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 







Come taste nice free samples 



HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
island map • open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia - - 
Tahitian fish., .fish in coconut milk. . .banana, pumpkin and l^mera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. . . baked chicken.. .guava, banana and 
^ passionfruit pies r- as well as other fav¬ 
orite. familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, vea! or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets bereJ l 



JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2186 




































































RQUDS 

(Norfolk Itbrtd) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
L AN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

RQUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY-SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RQUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


RQUDS 











\0\ 





Count-down. A timer 
that signals elapsed 
time from 11 hours 
59 min. 59 seconds to 
one second. 


Stop watch. 1 I hr 

59 min. 59 sec 
chronograph. Stops 
anywhere to indicate 
elapsed time. 





24-hour alarm. Lets 
you know when it s 
time with one minute 
of .5 second beeps. 


Back-up alarm. 

A spare reminder to 
signal that second 
appointment, call, 
or meeting. 


At the chime, the 
time will be ... When 
you need it, here s an 
every-hour-on-the- 
hour time signal. 


7 : l"''> 

wl^ii0iiebr.fii6re ' 

ftn^fonsarelii use; a beep signals the start ^4 finish 
of e^ fuhctkm. Wb foolproiOT. An Invaluabletlinei ^ 
totihe man whose time Is money-^CITEEM QUAi 
CBYSTBON LC MULTI AtABM. 





' '''V,' 
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-PRENTICE'S-- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 




















jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 

direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 

and amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY — AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Pott 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISUND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

(§)HIST0RIC ruins of early Norfolk settlements 

ir The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


CPLUNS head 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'" 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the co^)1ete holiday ■1n1-eart — 

theTRADING post 

•’THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT” 

ADTIl "T niVC 7 on O (Except Sundays* when we get lazy and arc open 

UiLN I UATu **** I • vU oB XO w pi only from 9 am to 7 pth — sorry about that.. • *) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry frcshly-baHed Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats* vegetables* fish* sweets* pastries and 'heat-n**serve* items 
• • a soft drinks... biscuits* crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines. •. batteries.. • 
cigarettes...wrapping paper. •.personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. • .bug sprays. • .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties... mainland newspapers;... tinopeners.. • candles...first aid requirements. • .'olives* pickles* nuts and con¬ 
diments. •.picnic supplies. • .games.. .artists' requisites...gourmet foods..• sliced luncheon meats.• .fresh fruits and vegies* 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton* and almost anything else you've forgotten*every day of the week* early db late. 






The Wbrld’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 



The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the wor4d, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). AppNca- 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the histor'y of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of tvyo frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedllte 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way In the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest tfeniis in SLRsi 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 
costs and expenses-and ultimately the price 
of our finished products-on the other 



ALL-SOURCE 4 CHANNEL RECEIVERS 

With Type*A QS Varlo-Matrix and CD-4 


SANSUI HIGH FIDELITY HEADPHONES 

Stereo and 4-Channel Listening Pleasure 


SANSUI SOURCE COMPONENTS 

High Fidelity Stereo Cassette Decks with Dolby 


SANSUrS SPEAKER SYSTEMS 

Extra-Large Woofers for Dynamic Realism 


TOP QUALITY INTEGRATED STEREO AMPS & TUNER 

Creatively Engineered Components for Professionals 


SANSUI'S FINEST STEREO EQUIPMENT 

BA/CA Power, Preamplifier and Integrated Amplifier. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 








SUN 



■Church services 
■Film, 8m*b*d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8,00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


14 

■Chuich services 
■Film, sm'b*d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


21 

■Cbuicb services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30)- 
■Film (MRT8.00) ,: 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 


28 ' 

■Church services 
■Film, sm*b*d (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


Norfolk 


MON 

1 

■ Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
'■Sm*b*d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


8 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


15 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm/b*d (SP) , 

■ Film (MRta. OO) 


TUE 

2 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts ^SL) 
■Open ni^t (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


9 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


16 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
•Darts ^SL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 



■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


30 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Filni (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


Island 

WED 

3 

■Film. sm’b*d(VV) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00)* ’ 


io 

■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open ni^t (Nik) 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


17 

■Film, sm*b*d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 



■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


31 

■Film, sm‘b*d(VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


CALENDAR may 


WIND ROSE’ 


THUR 

4 

■Housie (LC) 
BSm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (^T8. 00) 


11 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Siii'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

5 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open ni^t (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■Film (RSL8,00) .. 

■Open tii^t (Pds) 

■FUm (MRT 8 . 60 ) 


SAT 


•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■FUm (MRT8. 00) 


13 


■1§!DA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of ttie time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind, 

- 10 - 



LOCATIONS 


18 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film ^SL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
SFilm (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


19 

■Film (RSL8*. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


20 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


- NOTABLE MAY DATES IN NORFOLK’S HISTO‘RY---- 

May 3, 1856; Having considered the British Government’s offer of all Norfolk land and 
a continued right of self-government, all 193 Pitcairners accepted and boarded "Morayshire”. 
May 16, 1856 ; Although the terms of his offer to the Pitcairners had been accepted. Gov. 
Demson in Sydney wrote a sea-mail letter saying he wanted to take back control of land. 
May 20, 1798; The sloop "Norfolk” was launched. The first ship built here, she was con- 
fiscated by the Sydney government. Bass and Flinders used her tor exploration. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints.Chprch 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Gatrisctti Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson HaU 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’3 DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 








XL-440 SOUND 

Compact and light-weight XL Sound 
cameras easy to handle even in low 
light conditions. 


Minolta presents 
“The New Time Movies.” 


XL-660 SOUND 


Highly responsive TTA and 
servomotor-driven EE system to 
provide correct exposure at all times. 


XL225 SOUND 


Information-center viewfinder lets you 
concentrate on filming. 


C AMERA Li N ES 


THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PH TO GR A Pli I C STORE 





SAME-^)AY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thups-Fri-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 
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Poinrh Shoot' 
OnlyhyVivitai. 


TVf T T nrmVQ Norfolk's complete 
iVi 1 Ju 1 V7i>IO DUTY FREE CENTRE 


From the beginning, the Vivitar nanrle has been a 
FROM $39“® mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now. you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Ftoint’nShoot camera. 













YOUlL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

InternaUyal Duty-Free ; "A new ship- 
ment of" dolt^, ftom only $4.75. One 
of them* Poppet* walks and talks for 
just $17. 95. We also have the fam¬ 
ous Playdou^, which kids like - 
the construction kit is only $3. 50." 

■ 

Miltons ; 'Special camera prices in- 
clude the new Nikkpn FM SLR, with 
50mm lens, for $399.95 - and the 
Eumig super 8 sound movie pro¬ 
jector at $225 and up." 


Proud'S : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 


Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines; "A movie kit - Minolta 
Autopak 8-D6 camera and Chinon 
C-lOO dual projector, at half the 
normal Norfolk price - $133 instead 
of $266, Only four of them-hurry. ” 

■ 

The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 



ACROSS 

1. Candle lighter 
3. Unbound 

5. Communion 

6. Give voice 

7. Message 

9. Zodiac sign 

10. Revelry 

12. Limb 

13. Summit 

14. Sticks 

17. Legendary 
animal 

18. Concurrence 


DOWN 

1. Period 

2. Religious 
festival 

3. Rejoicing 

4. Easter gifts 

8. Age 

9. Lantern 

10. Religious 
symbol 

11. Time for self- 
denial 

12. Direction / 

14. Easter force 

15. Over 

16. Misdeed 


u iS QiaEieBci 

DBua □ B 

El II igPl Pl 
BEiailBlIiaEIQ 
D QElil 

S BBEIQ B 
BQUB EISQIS 
B B U D 

HBQB aHaai? 









































































NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH H^KFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, X2. 30, 1.00, 2. 00, 2,30, 3, 00..3. 30, B, 30 
. NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40. 10. 00, 12. 00, 1. 00 


MONDAY 
9.16 Just a minute 
10.06 Concert half-hour 
10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Bing Crosby story 
12. 06 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8,00 News, C&W Show 
9. 00 Top pops 

10.00 Live concert 


TUESDAY 

9.16 Much less,a slave 
10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tapeife Phone 
1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


7.05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Jourhey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8. 00 Bing Crosby story 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.16 Stop messing about 
10.46 Morning serial 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 
2. 00 (First Wed. of month) 

N. I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Shorty 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
Includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
9.15 World of Books 
10. 06 Far frcan The Mad¬ 
ding Crowd 
10.45 Morning serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30S.D.A. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs.in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7. 06 Evening of ligjht clas¬ 
sical entertainment 

FRIDAY 

9.16 I'm sorry I'll read 
that again 

10.05 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 

II. 00 Stevie Wonder profile 
12.05 Science/spor^ts 

1.30 Church of Eng. progr. 

2. 00 Radio Australia relay 
7.00 Program surrounded 

by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


10.46 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.16 Swop Shop 

1.00 RadidAust. relay 
6.00 Young Mood 

7.06 Morecombe & Wise 

7.30 Movin' Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.46 The Paramor Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 

uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The audiori- 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



I 


Hotel 


Cocktail 
Bar and 



MW 



U/INB 


,1 ‘YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 


me 


.. 'J>-^FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

DINING ROOM 
ENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

mce 

STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
'' ■ DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2256 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 














































What an expert soys about the Crock-Pot* 


slow cooker 


ttlhere are 
several reasons 
why I think the 
Crock-Pot is the 
best slow cooker 
there is. 

Rrstofall,it 
has a wrap-around 

heating element which circles 
the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat S) meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 
good as it will taste. Next there is 
the CrockTPot's direct temperature 
control, which gives constant heat.,. 
the secret of good, slow cooking. 

And the finish of the cooking bowl 
is important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and it's so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Rot 
slow cooker you discover for yourself 

how wonderful food cantaste.^^ AVAILABLE in taylors road at a big discount from 

PETirS PlJlCE 




COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2 903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 


C,C.C, AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; He&erington Kingsbury Pty, Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27,1671 
C*C.C* AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND: 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 









PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a ’’must'*. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHIUPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
l.lSpm-r 6pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
1pm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pra Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Fri day 1 -. 

STAMPS ; ^ At P.O. or at Island ShoJ> 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-5pih. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4.' 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30. and2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday. Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings. but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pin Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
,Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/Am N.Z.: Bumt Pine office 
{open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sau 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5,30pm 
Mon-Fri,. 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



■SOFT LIGHTS 
AND pleasant 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 

enjoyable 

ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE- 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SEJIVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
‘ ’’ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
. US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM 


TELEPHONE 2 01 9 


























Someday all watches will be made this way. 



Giaiwe die worlds 
standaitK^acruracy. 

TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standardof accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTOISB 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


% ni 




















(FROM PAGE 10) 

fair to ask if Norfolk Island's constant 
talk of ri^ts is legitimate. 

"Norfo^ Island has got rights of 
several kinds: legal, moral, political, 
historical. 

'They all arise from the history of 
the Island, and the history and prac¬ 
tice of democracy. 

"When the Pitcairners came to Nor¬ 
folk Island in 1856, promises were 
made by the British government, 

'They were not mere suggestions, 
they were not incidental matters, 
they were the fundamental terms by 
which an entire community, an en¬ 
tire race, agreed to leave their home¬ 
land and to take up Norfolk Island as 
their new homeland. 

'These promises were firstly, that 
the Island should be placed exclusive¬ 
ly at the Pitcairners' use; secondly, 
that the Pitcairners would have self- 
government there as they had on Pit¬ 
cairn; thirdly, that diere would be 
land reserved for church and school 
purposes, that the landing places, the 
gaol, some of the public buildings 
and 500 acres of uncleared land would 
be reserved for community purposes, 
and that all the rest of the land would 
be shared amongst the Pitcairn famil¬ 
ies. 

"And that was the promise: the 
exclusive right of self-government, 
and all of the land. 

promises broken 

'Promises respecting that were bro¬ 
ken right from the start, but self- 
government was obtained and for 40 
years the people of Norfolk Island 
elected their own government, made 
their own laws, and ran their own 
courts, just as Queen Victoria had 
promised. 

'In 1896, that promise too was bro¬ 
ken. 

"Governor Hampden, acting I be¬ 
lieve in violation of the law, took 
away the Island's self-government 
and made Britain directly respons¬ 
ible for the Island. 

"In 1914, Australia accepted author¬ 
ity over Norfolk Island from %itain, 
and even Sir John Nimmo could not 
forbear to criticise the poor quality 
of Canberra's subsequent administra¬ 
tion. 

'But in 1978 there is still a great 
deal left: this is still Norfolk Island, 
it is still a distinct and separate 
people. 

"As for the Pitcairners, it is still 
their homeland, still their race and 
culture which dominate the Island. 

"As Mr. EUicott said in 1975, 
this is a territory entrusted to Aust¬ 
ralia, not given to it, and Norfolk 
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Island is entitled to a Just and reason¬ 
able settlement, not a decision im¬ 
posed unilaterally by a government 
to which Norfolk has never consented, 
and in which Norfolk Island neither 
has nor seeks a voice. 

In the place of what the United 
Nations Association of Australia's report 
report called Australia's 'patronising 
moral arrogance', I call on Mr. Elli- 
cott to honour the old promises. 

international lav 

"And finally on legal rights: the 
Island is a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory, and is clearly entitled to the 
protection of covenants at interna¬ 
tional law which Australia has under¬ 
taken. 

"Beyond dispute, Norfolk Island is 
a non-self-governing territory... let 
me read what Australia signed.. the 
United Nations Charter: they accept¬ 
ed, Australia accepted, as a 'sacred 
trust' - those are the words used - to 
develop self-government, take due 
account of the political aspirations 
of the people and to assist them in 
the progressive development of their 
free political institutions. 

"And that they undertook in res¬ 
pect of Norfolk Island. 

'They did not say so, they have 
denied it, but that is what diey said. 

The Australian government also 
said: 'All people have the right to 
self-determination. By virtue of 
that right they determine their poli¬ 
tical status, and freely pursue dieir • 
economic, social and cultural de¬ 
velopment. ' 

'That is Australia's policy and it 
has been declared to ^e world, and 
I ask how can Norfolk Island be de¬ 
nied this. 

'It can't be because we are too 
small. Cocos is smaller, but Aust¬ 
ralia recognises United Nations prin¬ 
ciples there; the Tokelau Islands are 
smaller, but New Zealand recognises 
United Nations principles there. 

"The kind of territory to which the 
United Nations Charter applies is the 
subject of a U.N. Resolution 1541(15) 
and diat Resolution sets out the tests 
to see whether a territory is a terri¬ 
tory to which the Resolution applies, 
and Norfolk Island passes each of 
these tests. 

five tests passed 

- 'First test; Is Norfolk Island a terri¬ 
tory? Yes, so the Charter applies. 

- 'Second test: Had Norfolk Island 
attained a full measure of self-gov¬ 
ernment? No, so the Charter applies. 

- 'Third test; Is Norfolk Island geo¬ 
graphically separate from Australia? 

Yes, so the Charter applies. 
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- "Fourth test: Is Norfolk Island dis¬ 
tinct from Australia ethnically? Yes, 
you can ask any Pitcairner, so the 
Charter applies. 

- 'Fifth test: Is Norfolk distinct cul¬ 
turally from Australia? Yes, you can 
ask any Pitcairner, ask any New Zea¬ 
lander, ask any of diat quarter of the 
population that came from Australia, 
so tibe Charter applies. 

*Florfolk Island passes every test, but 
Australia wont actoowledge that propo¬ 
sition, and I don’t know why. 

'The reasons given to the Royal Com¬ 
mission by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, are frankly silly reasons. 

There is a Pitcairn race, this is 
their homeland, it was their homeland 
before the Commonwealth of Australia 
was even thought of, and diis is their 
culture. 

"They speak dieir own language. 

"The Pitcairners will not go away 
because they are bureaucratically 
inconvenient. 

let me refer to some outside viewi 
of dlls issue to see whether they agtee 
with Australia or with Norfolk Island* 

T have already mentioned Mr. E1U«* 
con's and Mr. McClelland's legal 
opinion of 1975. 

"And what did Mr. EUicott say in 
that? 

"He confirmed the distinct and 
separate nature of Norfolk Island, and 
said of diat distinctness: 

- 'It is of considerable relevance 
in considering the application of 
Article 73 of the United Nations 
Charter which is the subject of 

a separate opinion of Mr. McClel* 
land.' - 

"And what Mr. McClelland said 
without qualification was: 

- 'As a matter of law, die relation¬ 
ship between Australia and Nor¬ 
folk Island falls within the pro¬ 
visions of Article 73 of the United 
Nations Charter. * - ... 

'Then most recently we have the 
report of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia... 

'The report also examines die rea¬ 
sons for Australia's arguments, that 
the United Nations Charter does not 
apply to Norfolk Island, and says: 

- 'The official Australian stance 
on Norfolk Island is in short 
patently ridiculous. * - 

The report also says; 

- 'Norfolk Island is at the present 
time quite clearly a non-self- 
governing territory of Australia. 

'No challenge to that reality on 
moral, legal, political, or socio¬ 
logical grounds is sustainable...*** 
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OCT. 29,1963: The Night Norfolk Got Stung 


THE DISPUTE between the people 
of Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government about how the Island 
should be governed has been going 
on for over 100 years - and the argu¬ 
ment is essentially the same one it 
has always been. 

Within two years of the Pitcairners' 
anival in 1856, authorities in Aust¬ 
ralia were telling them how their 
affairs ou^t to be managed. 

The Islanders responded by saying 
diat they had been given the ri^t 
to govern themselves, and could do 
it better dian officials 1, 000 miles 
away could. They Were partly sup¬ 
pressed, in 1858 - but they retained 
the basics of self-government. 

In the late 1800s, however, Aust¬ 
ralian authorities began feeling that 
Norfolk Island really belonged to 
diem. 

SLuce then they have been willing 
to let the Islanders maintain the roads, 
clear the drains, and have solid local 
control over such matters as the elimina¬ 
tion of noxious weeds. 

But for nearly a century Australia has 
never been willing to consider that 
Norfolk Island should be permined any¬ 
thing much more serious than local 
nuisances. 

The current Australian view is al¬ 
most identical. Judge Nimmo recom¬ 
mended that Norfolk should be allowed 
to handle "roads, footpaths and bridges; 
drainage; sewerage and saniution... " 
and so on throu^ a wordy list that 
even included weighbridges. 

Norfolk has never had a weigji- 
brldge, and probably never will. But 
if there should be one some day, Aust¬ 
ralia will be willing to let the Island¬ 
ers look after it. 

The Island still wants genuine self - 
government. 

The history of the dispute has echoed 
with petitions, appeals, delegations, 
protests, letters, meetings, resolutions 
and, in the end, a continuation of col¬ 
onial administration fr(^ afar. 

In 1963, It looked as 
If the battle was won 

But once, back in 1963, it looked as 
if the long struggle had been won. 

In that year die Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil, determined to regain real self- 
government for the Island, thougjht 
diey had achieved it at last, after 
generations of effort. It did not be¬ 
come apparent for some years that 
they had simply been deluded. 

The story of what happened is an 


object lesson for Norfolk as the cur¬ 
rent struggle for self-government 
comes to a head. 

Recollections of the events of 1955- 
1963 are becoming fuzzy and stereo¬ 
typed now. In some cases - as in the 
historical chapter of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port itself - the facts have been turn¬ 
ed absolutely upside-down. 

Tn 1961, ” Judge Nimmo reported, 
"a draft set of proposals was submitt¬ 
ed by the administering department 
to the Council. These proposals 
would have transformed the Coun¬ 
cil into an Adminstrater's Council, 
and. would have given Council power 
to direct the Administrator in regard 
to those functions listed in s. 63 of 
the Ordinance (i. e. normal powers 
with regard to local government 
functions). The Council would al¬ 
so have been able to determine 
how local local revenue was to be 
expended and would have had the 
power to make by-laws subject to 
the approval of Parliament. How¬ 
ever, in 1962, Island elections sub¬ 
stantially reduced the number of 
Councillors generally belonging to 
'the bloc* who favoured taking over 
executive functions, and nothing 
more was done in the matter. ” 

Perchance to dream 

Perhaps Judge Nimmo accepted 
that version from someone on Nor¬ 
folk who was opposed to the Island's 
regaining self-government and felt 
history needed to be twisted a bit. 
Perhaps the Judge dreamt it one 
night. He could have got it from 
the smallgoods section of the old 
Milk Bar, because - like other, far 
more serious aspects of the Nimmo 
Report - it is just plain baloney. 

At the Island elections in 1962, 
four Councillors* terms ended. They 
were all members of "the bloc" - 
Jim Needham, Tom Bailey, Steve 
Nobbs and Selby Newbald. They 
were all re-elected. The "bloc" was 
not reduced in the slightest. It con¬ 
tinued to have seven of the eight 
seats on Council, and it continued 
to work as hard as it could to gain 
executive functions for the Island. 
And, unfortunately, a lot more was 
done in the matter; Norfolk was re¬ 
soundingly stung by Hon. Paul Has- 
luck, then Minister for Territories 
and later Australia's Governor-Gener¬ 
al. 

They were uproarious days in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. By com¬ 
parison, today's Council meetings 


sound like polite tea-parties. • 

Norfolk had been chafing under ab¬ 
sentee rule for 50-odd years. There 
had been challenges, appeals, petitions, 
inquiries,reports, protests and rulings 
almost without let-up. 

On November 30th, 1954, feelings 
flared hi^er than ever when a new 
Customs Ordinance was unexpectedly 
posted on the Court House door, rais¬ 
ing the duties on many items. The 
Island reacted strongly, calling it 
"taxing us without representation or 
consent or consultation with our elect¬ 
ed councillors as promised”. 

Petition to the Qoeen 

A petition to the Queen was organ¬ 
ised and sent off on January 26th, 

1955. It called for the repeal of the 
Customs Ordinance, and beseeched 
Her Majesty to "restore to us the demo¬ 
cratic ri^t of control over our domes¬ 
tic affairs." 

The petition was si^ed by 375 of 
die Island's 583 adult residents and 
landholders - almost two-diirds of 
them. In sending the petition, Ray 
Nobbs, then President of the Advisory 
Council wrote that 64 people had 
been absent or were too sick to sigp, 
and "102 are deterred from signing 
by their direct or indirect Govern¬ 
ment employment". Apparently 42 
people - 7*5fc of adults - refused to 
sign simply because they disagreed. 

The petition was photographed and 
copies were sent to every member 
of Parliament. There were news 
stories in papers around the world, 
including the New York Times. 

There was even a quiet effort to ap¬ 
peal to the United Nations. 

It all got nowhere. The Ordinance 
remained, and democracy was not 
restored. 

That 1960 Ordinance 

But Australia, responding to the 
state of unrest on the Island, passed 
a new Norfolk Island Act two years 
later, saying that some local powers 
mi^t be given to a Council. By 
1960, as the cumbersome Canberra 
legislative wheels turned over, a new 
Council Ordinance was made in ac¬ 
cordance with the 1957 Act. 

The 1960 Ordinance said that Nor¬ 
folk Council could take over the 
Island’s roads, drains and other con¬ 
cerns such as noxious weeds and 
street sulls. To carry out such res¬ 
ponsibilities, Council was to be given 
control over only one-quarter df Nor- 
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folk’s revenue: £12,880 a year, of 
which £9,000 was earnings from the 
liquor bond store. 

It was obvious that £12, 000 would 
not cover the annual outgo, and that 
Council would have to find new ways 
to raise money. Number one, on a 
list supported by the Minister for Terri¬ 
tories, was lev^ng rates on land. 

The Council wouldn't wear it. They 
said they were being given the prob¬ 
lem aspects of the Island, and asked 
to handle them by relying mainly on 
the promotion of liquor sales, and by 
taxing land in a way that was repug¬ 
nant to th^ people of the Islands They 
were also to be subject to veto by the 
Administrator on any^ing they mi^t 
decide. 

So they simply refused to exercise 
the uneconomic power that had been 
given to them. 

"We see no point in proving that we 
are going to get burnt, by Jumping 
into the.fire, !* said Council President 
JimiNeedham at the time; 

"We have clearly offered to accept 
full responsibility for the collection 
and allocation of all local revenue," 
he said. "T^ Mini^ster has endeavour¬ 
ed to induce Us to take over his plan 
by hi^-tnressure political activity on 
the part of his Administratori even 
to the extent of attempting to dis¬ 
credit the Council and fostering a 
small band of malcontents. The Min¬ 
ister has not given any solid reasons 
why our alternative plan will not 
work. We feel that it is the only 
one that will w ork. *• 

The "bloc" had been formed to 
"restore to the citizens of Norfolk 
Island control over their domestic 
affairs." 

In a 1960 report to electors, it 
said "In order to give citizens this 
fundamental British ri^t it is essen¬ 
tial that your elected council has 
power to make laws in Norfolk Island, 
it is further essential diat your elect¬ 
ed council has control over die rais¬ 
ing and spending of all revenue in 
Norfolk Island." 

The report was signed by the ori¬ 
ginal members of the "bloc" - 
?,B. Bailey, F.J. Needham. 

/.N.S. Newbald, S.E. Nobbs. 

.V. Nola, G.G.F. Quintal and 
B. Boniface. 

^J«-6en. Nbrdsworth 

Early in 1962 a new Administra- 
ir arrived on the Island - Maj. Gen. 
.H. Wordsworth, a former Member 
f Parliament from Tasmania. He 
mnd Norfolk seething with discon- 
mt, imd the Council angry. He set 
it to improve ^e situation at once. . 


A long series of private meetings 
between him and ^e Council began. 
Held at Government House, they often 
went into the small hours of the morn¬ 
ing. 

After months of discussion, die Ad¬ 
ministrator and the Councillors work¬ 
ed out a clear statement of what diey 
believed the Island wanted. Maj. Gen. 
Wordsworth then went off to Canberra 
to discuss the situation with Mr. Has- 
luck, the Minister. 

He returned with fine news, and 
promptly told the people of the 
Island about it in a broadcast over 
VL2NI on March 21st. 1963. 

*Mr.. Hasluck. the Minister for 
Territories, has audiorised me to 
make this statement on the affairs of 
Norfolk Island, under which you will 
have a far .greater say in Government, " 
he said, 

"As all of you are aware," he told 
the Island, Vhen I anived here nine 
months ago the political situation was 
anything but peaceful, the Council 
and the Administration being at logger- 
heads. It was apparent to me that 
die people wished for a far larger say 
in the government of the Island than 
diey had had in the past, and that it 
should be exercised through the Coun¬ 
cil who are your elected representat¬ 
ives. 

Therefore, 1 Immediately started 
discussions with the Council, who I 
remind you again are your represent¬ 
atives, to find a solution which would 
end this sorry state of affairs, and 1 
think that between us we now have a 
proposed constitution which will solve 
the matter." 

Pdwer to the people 

"Very briefly and only in outline, 
the following has been approved by 
the Minister:- 

The new Council will be approx¬ 
imately the same as is now in force 
in the Northern Territory of Aust- 
ri^lia and in Papua and New Guinea. 
That is. the Act and Ordinances will 
provide for appropriate action to be 
taken by the Administrator-in-Coun- 
cil. 

The Administrator-in-Council be¬ 
ing defined as the Administrator act¬ 
ing after having taken advice from 
the Council with the additional re¬ 
quirement that if die Administrator 
does not accept die Council's advice 
he must report bis reasons to the Min¬ 
ister. 

"The Council will have the power 
to initiate Ordinances and also to 
examine and advise on all Ordinances 
before promulgation, except in cases 
of emergency or exaeme urgency. 

The Council is also to consult widi 


and advise the Administrator in the 
drawing up of the Estimates, before 
submission to the Minister, thus eh- 
. suring diat revenue and expenditure, 
including of course public works, 
will be in accord with die wishes of 
the people*" 

Maj. Gen. Wordsworth summed up 
the meaning of it all: "In my opin¬ 
ion this power will place in the hands 
of die people a very fiill voice in die 
running of their own affairs, ensuring 
they receive what they desire, hav¬ 
ing nothing forced upon diem." 

Success at last 

The "bide" felt that at last it had 
achieved its stated aims, with only 
minor details sdll to be settled. 

This has not been reached without 
a great deal of hard work," Council 
President Jim Needham wrote to "Nor¬ 
folk News", the Administration news- 
sheet. "The road was not an easy one 
and we had to figiht an aggressive battle 
against powerful opposition. Thanks 
to the staunch support of our electors 
we have been successfuL " 

The letter went to pains to correct 
an impression that die new constimtiQn 
would be the same as a plan that had 
been put forth by A. S« Bathie, who 
won a bye-election seat on Council 
in 1973 following the death of Tom 
Bailey. "His Council widi 'broader 
advisory powers' which the Adminis¬ 
trator may attend, even with the esti¬ 
mates submitted to it. would gain 
nothing and in practice would re¬ 
main £e powerless Advisory Coun¬ 
cil we have suffered for years, " Jim 
Needham wrote. He said that under 
the Council's plan, broadcast by the 
Administrator. "The Administrator 
cannot act without Council - if he 
does not wish to accept die Advice 
of Council he must refer the matter 
to die Minister who will decide whe¬ 
ther he must act as advised or whether 
he may act otherwise. Naturally the 
Minister will not wish to abuse ttiis 
power of veto." 

A week later Council met with 
Mr. R. Swift. First Assistant Secre¬ 
tary in the Department of Territor¬ 
ies. The meeting passed three 
resolutions: that £e Council and 
Public Moneys Ordinances be amend¬ 
ed so as "to give the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island adequate voice in die 
government of Norfolk Island"; to 
amend the Act and the Council Ord¬ 
inance "so as to give the people a 
proper say in die spending of their 
own money"; and to amend the Act 
and Ordinance "so that the people 
have an adequate say in making 
their own laws". 

Two moodis later, in June, 1963, 
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Minister Hasluck visited Norfolk* 

In a meeting with Council he said 
he had already put the matter to Cab¬ 
inet, and hoped a new Norfolk Island 
Act would go before Parliament soon* 

He told Council that his reason for 
wanting to meet with them was to 
clear up any doubt that the majority 
of Councillors were in agreement 
with the decisions airrived at. 

Norfolk's new constitution was set 
out by the Norfolk Island Bill 1963, 
which was introduced in the Senate 
on October 24th and in the House on 
October 29th. Mr. Hasluck delivered 
the principal speech about it in the 
House, and Sen. McClelland the 
principal speech in the Senate - 
both on October 29th. Their speech¬ 
es were along identical lines, apparent¬ 
ly having been based on material pro¬ 
vided by Mr. Hasluck's Department. 

People on the Island had to wait 
until ^ey received printed copies of 
the speeches some time later. As 
they read, they could scarcely believe 
th^ eyes. 

The Sting 

Having described the situation gen¬ 
erally, Mr. Hasluck told the House: 
"Those are the arrangements for which 
the people of Norfolk Island have asked 
and I submit to the House that we 
should respect and give effee: to their 
wishes. 

"It may seem to some honourable 
members that the wishes of the people 
of Norfolk Island run counter to the 
general tendency in the world to-day 
for what is termed liberation and self- 
government, " Mr. Hasluck said. 

"The people of Norfolk Island have 
preferred a large measure of consulta¬ 
tion, " said Mr. Hasluck, "and reli«* 
ance an the Government and on the 
Parliament rather than accept the 
responsibility, in a large measure, 
for raising their own revenues and 
administering their own affairs." 

Sen. McClelland said the same 
incredible thing, but more bluntly. 

"It Is interesting to observe in 
these days, when small communit¬ 
ies and small nations are crying out 
for independence and for the ri^t 
of self-government, " said Sen. 
McClelland, "die people of this island - 
some 877 in number, and only 920 
miles from Australia - axe saying that 
they do not want a say in how their 
island is to be administered nojc do they 
want the right to impose taxation, a 
right that nearly every other commun¬ 
ity is seeking at the present time," 

A Labor Senator fron^ New South 
W.ales, Sen. McClelland said "Because 
this bill seems to set out the wishes of 
the people of Norfolk Island the Oppo¬ 


sition does not express any opposition 
to it but, on the contrary, gives it its 
wholehearted support." 

In the House Aere was only one flick¬ 
er of concern, expressed by Mr. Beazley 
of Fremantle. "While supporting the 
bill, " he said, 'T think we should take 
this opportunity to express disappoint¬ 
ment that a group of people should not 
wish to govern themselves, and also 
surprise that the descendants of the 
"Bounty" mutineers should not want to 
govern themselves. I hope that in the 
near future there will be a change of 
view on this matter and that they will 
want to accept responsibility. " 

The NorfoDt Island Bill 1983 went 
through both Houses that night. It is 
the basis for th^ Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration today. 

Long tioe to realise 

Councillors and others on the island 
took a long time to realise what had 
happened. At first they were reassured 
by a long memorandum from R. S. Swift 
in the Department of Territories, a 
"Statement of understandings on matt¬ 
ers of procedure on the new constitution¬ 
al arrangements 1964". It seemed to 
promise full Council participation in 
making laws and in raising and spend¬ 
ing money. It also gave reassurance 
in a negative way: "The Council 
recognises however that the Adminis¬ 
trator must have full authority to con¬ 
trol and manage the internal affairs 
of ihe Administration and does not in¬ 
tend that it should be consulted on 
matters which are essentially ones of 
machinery in the operation of the Ad¬ 
ministration, " it said. 

There was still more’Beassurance in 
a letter from the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment, C.R, Lambert, about the 
application of Australian laws to Nor¬ 
folk. "Universal application is given 
unless there is some good reason fcx 
not applying the particular Act to a 
Territory, " he said. "The reasons for 
not applying an Act may range from 
ones of administrative convenience to 
a strong and reasonable objection of 
the Council... " 

Mr. Lambert said "it is not desired 
to ignore the wishes of the Council in 
respect of any legislation..." 

Wrong assumptions 

What went wrong? 

For one thing. Council honestly be¬ 
lieved that the Minister would be re¬ 
luctant to use his "veto" over recom¬ 
mendations from the Council. That 
was a mistake. Having the power, 
Australia had no hesitation at all in 
using it whenever it was helpful to 
Australia's aims. After all, the 


Minister was obligated to Australia, 
and the Act gave him authority. He 
used it. 

Council assumed that practically 
all Norfolk laws would originate with 
the Council, and would go into effect 
as they were needed. But in practice, 
a log-jam in the Attorney-Geineral's 
Department meant that it could take 
years for a needed change on Norfolk 
laws to clear through the Canberra 
procedures. Norfolk’s needs had 
trouble competing with needs in Aust¬ 
ralia, which must have seemed far 
more important. 

Council assumed that under the new 
arrangement the Administrator would 
be bound by Council decisions - Maj. 
Gen. Wordsworth had told them, on 
the Minister's authority, that it would 
be so, with "appropriate action" in 
government being taken by the "Ad¬ 
ministrator-in-Council". Council 
appears to have underestimated the 
force of the fact that an Administratcw: 
is employed by Australia - and any 
employee who wants to keep his job 
does what his boss wants him to do. 

Never forgiven? 

But a great question remains: how 
could Mr. Hasluck have said that the 
people of Norfolk did not want to 
accept responsibility for administering 
their own affairs? His Administrator 
on Norfolk Island had, with Mr. Has- 
luck's authority, broadcast to the 
people that "It was apparent to me 
that the people wished for a larger 
say in the government of the Island 
than they had had in the past, " and 
had told the people that Mr. Hasluck 
had approved in principle a new con¬ 
stitution that would ensure that the 
people "receive what they desire, 
having nothing forced on them." 

A Norfolk friend of Mr. Hasluck's - 
by then Sir Paul Hasluck, and Governq 
General of Australia - said several 
years ago, "He never forgave Norfolk 
for turning down the 1960 Ordinance." 

Perhaps it was the ’bloc's" refusal 
in 1960 to be driven into levying 
rates on land that Mr. Hasluck was 
thinking of when he told the Govern¬ 
ment that Norfolk did not want to 
govern itself. 

Whatever he had in mind, he mis¬ 
informed Parliament about the wishes 
of the people of the Island in 1983. 

They wanted democratic local sell 
government, just as they have wantei 
it ever since 1856, just as they want 
it now, and just as they will no doub 
go on wanting it - so long as Norfolk 
is populated by Pitcairners and othen 
who value self-reliance - until they 
get it. 
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Norfolk 


"r VE ALWAYS WANTED to be a 
nur.se -1 can’t remember a time 
when I didn’t," says Meg Pitcher, 
christened Winifred Margaret, 
married to Howard and mother of 
three sons and a daughter. 

The Pitchers first came to Nor¬ 
folk Island in 1973 at Christmas¬ 
time. Mera and Hamish Martin, 
then living in New Zealand, had 
always wanted The Pitchers to see 
Norfolk. Ordinarily, the Pitchers 
and their friends spent their holidays 
cruising but a group of 18 good friends 
all decided to come see the island 
so beloved by the Martins. 

T saw Howard unwind in a way 
that I’ve never seen him do so be¬ 
fore! Usually, on holidays he had 
the boat to worry about, charts to 
follow and other peoples' safety to 
consider.” Also, at this time Howard 
was beset by business problems - he * 
had his own business in Auckland 
specialising In Roto Aluminium 
products. This business was in the 
process of being taken over and How¬ 
ard didn't like the idea of being an 
ernployee in the business he had 
started and which had been his own. 

Being utterly charmed by Norfolk 
during their holiday the Pitchers, like 
so many who have come here, tried 
to figure out a way to be able to 
come back to live. The day before 
diey left to go back to New Zealand 
diey heard about the gas business be¬ 
ing up for sale. Thinking it was an 
answer for them, they bought it and 
moved to the island in May of 1974. 
As luck would have it, the bottom 
fell out of the economy in N.Z. and 
the take-over fell through. However, 
the business has been sold since then 
to Howard’s brother in Auckland. 

Meg feels quite at home on Nor¬ 
folk. 

Help In coBwnIty 

T feel privileged to be able to 
take over Bonnie Quintal’s District 
Nursing job when she is away on holi¬ 
day, I have met so many people that 
I wouldn’t have met otherwise. ” 

She feels a greater degree of 
acceptance because of being able 
to help in the community’s needs. 

T love going into island homes 
and talking to the older islanders. '* 



Meg did her nursing training at 
Greenlane Hospital which is part 
of the Auckland Hospital Board com¬ 
plex. This is the hospital world- 
famous for its thoracic department. 
After completing her training she 
went up to Nuie Island to relieve 
a child welfare nurse there. There 
were 5, 000 Nuians and 20 Europeans 
in Nuie--<iuite an unusual experience 
for a young woman. The hospital 
was very rustic. There were Meg, 
the Matron, two native medical 
practitioners who had trained in Fiji, 
and a wonderful doctor who had train¬ 
ed in New Zealand but who had been 
a missionary doctor in China. She 
shared quarters with Matron. Her 
job'was to go around to the villages 
in a mobile clinic wei^ng babies^ 
treating scabies, testing eyes, 
searching for nits, etc. 

’’Young lads used to call me 'Coot¬ 
ie Queen^ says Meg humorously. 

’’The salk vaccine came in while I 
was up there and it was my respon¬ 
sibility to give the children their 
three injections.** Meg was in Nuie 
for seven months - and loves islands, 

Auckland volunteers 

Prior to moving to Norfolk, Meg 
had a very interesting job in Auck¬ 
land with the Auckland Hospital 
Board. Every hospital in New Zea¬ 
land has to employ people who act 
as diat board’s contribution to Civil 
Defence. ”It was our job to organ¬ 
ise (there were two of us) an emer¬ 
gency voluntary nursing service. 1q 
every community there is a nucleus 
of nurses - s<xne may not be prac¬ 
ticing - but it is necessary to know 
where these nurses are and to be able 
to mobilise them in the event of a 
serious emergency. ” 

In the event of a disaster it is usual* 
ly the not-so-seriously-injured who 
can get themselves to the hospital 
who clog up the lines for the more 
seriously injured. In every suburb 
there is a shopping centre, and there 
is usually a Church and possibly a 
school. This made possible a build¬ 



ing that could be set up to absorb 
casualties - the lesser ones - or cas- 
ualities could be screened on their 
way to hospital. Volunteers were 
lined up to handle every facet of 
an emergency programme. Wagons 
to get people to hospital etc. 

TWe is a voluntary Red Cross pro¬ 
gramme going on here which is work¬ 
ing to beccxne more qualified to 
handle a major disaster should there 
ever be one on Norfolk. Meg and 
other volunteers are Red Cross mem¬ 
bers who have taken first aid. There 
is also an official first aid team for 
die airport. The volunteers are organ¬ 
ised to help and when the siren blows 
all first aiders proceed to help die 
trained airport personnel. 

’’.There are a lot of registered nur¬ 
ses in the community. 1 feel that 
the hospital could perhaps do a little 
m<ve to give the nurses a familiari¬ 
zation course so that we know where 
everything is at the hospital. In the 
event of an emergency we’d be able 
to be of greater help - wouldn't con¬ 
stantly be saying where’s this and 
where’s that.” 

Relaxed failly 

Meg and Howard’s family consists 
of An&ew, 21 (studying at University 
In N. Z.), David, 19, is doing cabinet 
making (there is a most beautiful wall 
desk in the Pitcher’s living room whid 
he made), John, 14 (at boarding schoc 
in N. Z.) and Merren, 23, is dcdng 
child nursing in N. Z. They are a 
happy and relaxed family - Merren 
loves to cook, Meg plays her lovely 
Wurlitzer organ for family fqn and 
they all have been promised a beauti* 
ful home-made rug by Meg. She l»s 
a 12’ X 6* one on their lounge room 
floor which took first prize in the 
al A H Show last year. They all 
want it so die only way to settle 
the argument is to make one foi 
each. 

Meg is a Brownie Leader - known 
as Brown Owl. She has also instnict- 
> ed the Brownies in first-aid --a 
wonderful teacher, we hear! She 
enjoys this work too. 

What she loves most about Nor¬ 
folk is that people do care — ”11 
is die very opposite of the deperson- 
aUsation one feels in a big city. 

One never feels alone oo N^olk. ” 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / May 1978 


31 







/Idk-WlMu. 







Jbiilfe 


HERE WE ARE at tfie end of yet another 
two months and at the start of one 
of the milder months of die year. Gen¬ 
erally speaking* May*$ weather is ideal - 
nice days and cool nights and humidity 
just normaU 

March and April haven't been the 
best weather-wise what widi constant 
winds and looming rain clouds and show¬ 
ers. This was enough for many a planned 
B, B. Q. to have to have been held indoors 
and this really loses some of the charm 
of outdoor eating. Those deli^tful 
smells of the food cooking never seem 
to quite smell the same inside. The 
Blues Football Club finally held their 
B. B. Q. at the Rawson Hall which was 
a pity* as the venue set down -Men- 
ghetti's Paddock - was an ideal form 
of Island entertaining. 

A young man who came, to visit Nor¬ 
folk because of his connections with 
the Christian family was Ewan Christian. 
He spent two weeks on the Island first 
staying with Bemie and Mary Christian- 
Bailey and having the opportunity of 
being with many of his Norfolk relat¬ 
ives. He won many admirers with 
the dimity and charm he possessed. 

After leaving Norfolk he was returning 
to Australia to see more of the main¬ 
land before arriving back in London. 

The month of March saw many 
Islanders haying birthdays. Some of 
tfiose to celebrate such a happy occa¬ 
sion were Mildred Bataille - Edna 
Bailey - Bemie Christian-Bailey - 
Nella Adams - Val Nobbs - Girlie 
(Sylvia) Nobbs - Charlotte Gondon. 

To you all* 'All the Best Health and 
Happiness for the Coming Year'. 

Saturday* 11th March* saw two 21$t 
bir&day parties being celebrated. , 
Michael Aafjes celebrated his birth¬ 
day at ^e **Bounty*' with many old 
fa^iily friends making the trip over 
Trbm Sydney especially for the cele- 
Watlpns. These included the Sean 
.McGoverns and the Roy Rroomheads, 
who are regulu visitors to the Island. 

Bruce McCowan celebrated his 
evening at the Leagues Club. Bruce's 
father, Ian, who was our ex-head- 
master at the Norfolk Island Central 
School* was able to come over from 
Sydney for the weekend and enjoy 
this happy occasion. 

Just so many people enjoyed the 
Monday evening at the Norfolk Hotel 
when Patrick QUagen was the cele¬ 
brity. Over 2l50 people were packed 
into the dining room* a smorgasbord 
meal was served and the bar did a 


fantastic trade as it was a very hot 
evening and hence everyone was en¬ 
joying a drink or two (cm: maybe some 
too many). Patrick oozed his Irish 
charm and sang all the old favourite 
Irish songs* plus the inevitable Irish 
jokes. For a first of a kind in new 
entertainment on i^orfolk that even¬ 
ing would have to have gone off with 
a bang*.;. . 

Karen Quintal was a very pretty 
bride when ^e married Chris Gate¬ 
house at St. Barnabas Chapel. Chris's 
family were here for the wedding - 
the reception being held in the grounds 
of the bride's parents Kik and Bonny 
Quintal's home at Cutters Corn. 

Easter was perfect weather-wise 
here on Norfolk. Everyone enjoyed 
the break* being able to partake in 
all their favourite pastimes. The 
R. S. L. Easter Race Meeting attracted 
a curowd of visitors and locals to the 
day's events held at Kingston. 

The March edition of "Vogue” was 
a 'hot seller' here on Norfolk Island 
because the winter fashions featured 
were photographed with scenes of 
Norfolk as background - local 
scenes included Kingston ruins, Ball 
Bay* Crystal Pool and others. Our 
scenery certainly provided a striking 
background for some of the rather 
mannish fashions in some of the pic¬ 
tures. 

This time of the year seems to be 
exceptionally busy with people com¬ 
ing and going on vacation to various 
parts of the globe. Many of our lo- 
local population have been away 
or are away at the present time. 

Eric Adams had a thnvoug^y enjoy¬ 
able time visiting the United States 
and Canada. While in Vancouver 
Eric was able to contact Shirley Jupp 
who has now arrived on the Island 
for a short stay at the 'Acre*. Eric 
really enjoys his travelling* having 
last year gone to Hawaii and having 
a great time there. 

Joan Menzies went to Lord Howe 
Island for a week over Easter and in 
fact stayed longerl Joan loved the 
island's beauty and now her craving 
for holidays will go on and on. 

Marina and Chubb Gillan are away on 
a well-earned break and here's hoping 
they will have a fantastic time. 

George and Helen Park are at this 
time cruising around Indonesia on a 
luxury liner. First they flew to Sing¬ 
apore where they boarded the liner - 
it all sounds most exciting calling in 


at all those ports on the way and by 
all accounts some fabulous shopping 
to be done in some of the ports*, so 
Helen will be delighted. 

John and Maggie More have returned 
from an exhilarating holiday in the 
South Island of New Zealand. Both 
being very keen walkers, they did a 
walk with a group of people and a 
guide uking several ^ys* staying in 
huts at night. Some of the scenery 
was breathtaking and unusual* and 
the weather was just perfect for their 
stay. 

Jenny Broad is off on her overseas 
trip - and an exciting one tool First 
stop is Washington D.C. at the invita¬ 
tion of the President of the Internation¬ 
al Womens Air and Space Centre to 
give her very valuable memoirs of 
flying. Jenny is one of the few wom¬ 
en who were wartime ferry pilots. 

A highlight of Jenny's trip is travell¬ 
ing on the Concorde from New York 
to London* seeing family in England 
and then on the Concorde again from 
London to Bahrain. Jenny will be 
mpst interested in seeing the controls 
of this incredible plane - such a 
marked difference to the planes she 
flew. 

Kathy Percival is away at the pres* 
ent time for a couple of mondu on a 
buying trip for the Paris Boutique 
visiting Europe* England and U. S. 

David and Margaret Greenham 
are to enjoy a holiday to the Contin¬ 
ent and England. 

There is a never ending list of 
travellers quite apart from those going 
to the Australian mainland or New 
Zealand for holidays. 

One of the most interesting trips 
I've heard about would be the one 
which Eila Middleton has just com¬ 
pleted - a world trip of a lifetime! 

Eila visited all the well respected 
tourist places but also out-of-the-way 
and intensely interesting spots that 
most of us who love travelling and 
geography have read only about be¬ 
cause of their remoteness. Eila tells 
of her experiences* funny or unusual, 
in a fascinating manner - anywhere 
from England to Egypt, Soudi America, 
Europe, Galapagos Island or Isla 
Juan Fernandez (Robinson Crusoe 
Island). It is no wonder she is hav¬ 
ing trouble in trying to settle in one 
spot. 

Changing to something more light¬ 
hearted* it was fascinating watching 
couples on the dance floor at the 
Hillcrest one night doing a most 
attractive dance called the 'Man¬ 
hattan*. It wouldn't be surprising 
if this dance becomes very popular 
on Norfolk -- one of our local police¬ 
men and his wife were doing it so 
professionally! 
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EDITORIAL 


THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH PA Cl FIG. and indeed the whole world, 
will now have the opportunity to see whether Australia can be believed or not. 

During the past 15 years the bygone age of imperialism has gradually faded 
in the Pacific. The peoples of the Islands have come to realise how different 
their way of life is from the way of life in England, America, France, Australia 
or New Zealand. They have come to want to preserve their own way of life, and 
to be rid at last of the appointed administrators sent from afar to rule them for a 
day and then sail back to "civilisation'' again. 

The large nations which have "owned" the Islands have come to realise that 
even people with brown skins have certain human rights -- the right to live their 
own kind of life, if they can support themselves — and the right to determine 
their own forms of government, for better or for worse. 

In one Island group after another, the former imperialist nations have helped 
the peoples of the Pacific to advance toward self-government. Western Samoa. 
Nauru. Tonga. Fiji. Niue. The Cook Islands. The Solomons. The Northern 
Marianas. Hawaii. American Samoa. The Gilberts. In Micronesia a basic ag¬ 
reement has been reached at last. In Tuvalu, independence will arrive later this 
year. Guam*s status is being worked on. In the Tokelaus and on Pitcairn self- 
government is still in abeyance, but until it develops no laws are being forced 
on the people from overseas. 

In every one of those Island groups the paramount principle for coming out of 
the age of imperialism has been self-determination: let the Islands people choose 
their own way. Help them, but don't dictate to them. 

But in three of the Pacific colonial nations, governments have been too greedy 
or simply too pig-headed to accept that paramount principle. Instead they have 
Insisted that it is their right to go on ruling the Islands regardless of what the people 
of the Islands want. France is one of these nations. Chile is another. And until 
now, incredibly, the third has been Australia — the "land of the fair go." 

Suddenly through one of those flukes that can occur in large governments, a 
report has been issued proclaiming what Australia's official attitudes are toward 
the Island peoples of the South Pacific. The report comes from the most senior 
Parliamentary body shaping Government policy in foreign affairs and defence. 

The fluke is that the Senate Standing Committee of Foreign Affairs and Defence 
obviously thought that by the time its repbrt was issued, Norfolk Island would have 
disappeared as a separate South Pacific territory, having been forcibly integrated, 
against the wishes of the people of the Island, into an Australian electorate 1,200 
miles away and 85 times as big. 

With the embarrassment of Norfolk swept under the carpet, the Senate Com¬ 
mittee was able to tell the world what Australia believes about its relations with 
the Islands of the Pacific. But Norfolk has not yet been integrated. And now we 
shall see whether Australia will live up to its self-painted image. 

The Committee said that there are sovereign states, self-governing states and 
colonies that make up the South Pacific. "There are ethnic, cultural, political, 
social and economic differences which distinguish these countries from one another. 
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and make them distinct, it says. We shall now see whether Australia really believes 
that, or whether Australia intends to enforce what our Minister repeatedly told the 
people of Norfolk when he was last here: "This is Australia." 

The Committee says "The countries" - that is, the sovereign states, self-govern¬ 
ing states and territories - "of the South Pacific have the sovereign right to determine 
for themselves the course and style of their development." We shall now see whether 
Australia really believes that, or whether Australia intends to enforce what our Mini¬ 
ster said to the people of Norfolk on his last visit: "I've got to make recommendations 
which are going to determine the future of the Island," he said. "There is a need to 
accept whatever the decision is, and move with it." 

The Committee says "Apart from France, administering countries have taken a 
more benevolent attitude and have promoted the welfare of the Islands and their people 
with a view to assisting them towards self-government and independence." We shall 
now see whether Australia really believes that, or whether Australia intends to go right 
on disdaining the solemn declarations of more than two-thirds of the electors of Nor¬ 
folk Island that they wish to have their own distinct laws, benefits and taxes. That 
solemn declaration , Ausuaiia told us, was "totally, unerly and completely valueless." 

The Committee says that "All Australian, British and New Zealand territories 
(except Pitcairn and Tokelau Islands) are now either independent or self-governing or 
moving towards independence." Norfolk Island is an Australian territory. Does Aus¬ 
tralia honestly believe we should be independent or self-governing? We shall see — 
and neither we nor the South Pacific will be fooled by the fraudulent and cynical 
suggestion that we will become "self-governing" by being forced, without consent, 
into the electorate of Canberra. 

The Committee says "... in our relations with the South Pacific countries we must 
not Attempt in any way to dominate them but must make a special effort to take into 
account the sensitivities of their people." We shall see whether Australia really believes 
that, or whether Australia will simply grab a 200-mile ocean economic zone that has 
never been ceded to it, and take full control of an Island that was given to the Pitcairn 
people 122 years ago. 

in the past day or two tte Australian Cabinet has met behind its closed doors and has 
made a decision that will let the Pacific and the world see whether Australia can be be¬ 
lieved or not. The decision will be announced on Monday, May 8th, by the Minister. 

If it says that Australia wanu the people of Norfolk to give their free and full consent to 
their future form of government, it will be a good decision, and a just one.' 

If it does not contain that one essential provision it will be a bad decision, and un¬ 
just; and the Norfolk Island Council and the Society of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers have said that they will fight it for all they are worth. 

No one on the Island wants a fight. All the Island wants is what England, the U. S. 
and New Zealand have uniformly given their South Pacific territories: self-determination. 
It is one of the very few things in this world worth fighting for, and no one who loves 
Norfolk could possibly allow such a fight to be lost; 
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IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESAUERS • RE JAILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

'•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

^tGENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 
•jREMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

i 

•jsuZUKl MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 
•iBRiDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

dw.A.FLICK& CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, aU 

agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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LAST MINUTE NEWS 

May 1913: lor a broadcast sute 
ment to Council yesterday, read 
from prepared text disdibuted later, 
Mr« Silicon said Auiiralia bad de¬ 
cided that - 

!• Australian laws will not auto¬ 
matically be extended to Norfolk. 
The Island will continue to have its 
own distinct mixture of laws. 

2. Australian taxes will not be ex¬ 
tended to Norfolk. 

3. Australian social service bene¬ 
fits will not be extended to Norfolk. 

4. Any decision on represenution. 
for Norfolk in Parliament will be 
put off for at least a year, and con¬ 
sidered by a proposed *N<^olk Isl¬ 
and Legislative Assembly. ** 

In other words, the Nimcho Report 
has been dumped. Mr. Ellicott men¬ 
tioned various minor aspects of the 
Nimmo Report, as though the Gov¬ 
ernment is accepting some parts of 
it while not accepting odier parts - 
but with its main recommendations 
rejected die Report is now a dead 
letter. 

The Government's plan is to give 
Norfolk a limited form of self-gov¬ 
ernment, see how things go for five 
years or so, and consider whether 
increased local powers should be 
granted. 

If the Island bandies local matters 
well during the next few years, and 
if there is a genuine willingness on 
Australians part to allow, and help, 
the development of self-govern¬ 
ment, it seems possible £at within 
five years or so Norfolk mig^t reach 
a fam of government much Uke die 
one outlined in the Draft Constitu¬ 
tion tabled in Council earlier this 
year. 

The reaction on die Island so far 
is - 

1. A great sense of relief diat Nor¬ 
folk is not, as seriously feared, going 
to be damaged by being forced into 
Australian systems of government. 

2. Dismay and surprise on the part 
of the dozen or so people who led 
the pro-Nimmo campMgo. They be¬ 
lieved the decision would go entire¬ 
ly their way, ri^t up until die an¬ 


nouncement was made. 

3. Concern on the part of a num¬ 
ber of leading Pitcairners diat they 
have not gained any of Ae major 
positive aims diey have been work¬ 
ing for. Mr. Ellicott continues to 
say that Norfolk is "part of Austra¬ 
lia" rather than a distinct, separate 
place which is die Pitcairners* home¬ 
land. The Pitcairners* rig^t of re¬ 
turn to Norfolk has not yet been guar¬ 
anteed by law. . Most importantly, 
the Government has decided diat 
there will be no referendum Just 
now. This has bad impUcations: 
it seems to continue denying dut 
the people of the Island have a 
human rig^t to determine how 
diey wish to be governed; and it 
seems to re-affirm Australia's im^ 
perial power to rule Norfolk widi- 
out die formally-expressed con¬ 
sent of the majority on the Island. 

In mmmary; 

f he. Island has made a valiant 
stand to maintain its idendty and 
to keep from being cnidied. An 
18-mondu-long nightmare is sud¬ 
denly over. 

2. This has been achieved only 
with tremendous effort and sup¬ 
port frcxn true friends of Norfolk 
overseas - including many who 
will be reading diis. There is no 
doubt that the powerful report of 
die United Nations Association, 
and the overt frienddlip of Poly¬ 
nesians in American Smoa, had 
real impact on Australia's atd- 
tudes toward the Island. 

3. With the emergency crisis 
past, Norfolk now needs to work 
intelligently, hard and consistent¬ 
ly to begin building sound local 
government and making certain 
that there is no backsliding on 
Australia's part in its new com¬ 
mitment to begin helping the Isl¬ 
and process toward fully demo¬ 
cratic government. Continued 
interest, advice and support from 
friends of die Island in Australia 
and elsewhere in the Pacific will 
be vittl as this wholesome and 
promising process takes place on 
Norfolk Island. 




